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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Introduction.--This study like that conducted by the 
Department of E'ducation in 19401 is an outgrowth of a crisis in 
the lives of Massachusetts youth. 
For the young men and women of a decade ago the crisis 
was an outgrowth of the depression of the thirties with its con-
,--
sequent deterrent effect upon the plans and hopes of that genera~ 
tion. At the present time the greatest single factor affecting 
the plans of youth in lv'lassachusetts has been the post-war impact 
of veterans returning to school under the provisions of the so -
called 11 G. I. Bill of Rights " with a consequent restriction in 
opportunities available to non-veteran graduates for hi gher edu-
cation. 
While these two events have served to focus the attentio~ 
of the citizens of Massachusetts on the educational and vocation 
al problems of their children, it is neverthe less true that the 
conditions whi ch have given rise to the need for such a focusing 
of attention are inherent in the nature of life in a free societ~. 
Purposes of the study.--This study, therefore, has three 
major purposes stemming from the pressures whi ch have arisen in 
1Massachusetts Youth Studyh 1940 1 Mas sachusetts, Depart-
ment of Educa tJ.on. Boston , ·1vrassac usetts, 1940. 
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the crisis: 
1. To determine the need for an expansion of public 
facilities for higher education in Mas s achusetts. 
2. To determine the kinds of post-high-school educatior 
needed according to the preferences expressed by high school 
graduate s . 
3. To determine the implications for guidance of the 
great number of Massachusetts youth who arrive at the final se-
meste r of the t welfth grade with no plans at all or with plans 
of such an unrealistic nature as to be wholly impractical. 
Justification of the study.--The Recess Commission studyi-
ing the need for an expansion of facilities for public hi gher edr-
ucation in Massachusetts must have some statistica lly reliable 
and valid set of fi gures on which to base any recommendations 
which it may make. 
Those responsible for the administration of public edu-
cation in Massachusetts must know whether or not public educatiol 
is functioning most efficiently to make available to the youth 
of the state the type of education which is within their economi~ 
range and will contribute most completely to fitting them for 
life. 
The data made available by this study may also serve as 
a guide in planning for future curricula developments in second-
ary public schools and colleges. 
Scope of the inquiry.--In 1939 and again in 1947 the 
leg islature of the Commonwealth, yielding to the pressure of de-
3 
mands for increased facilities for higher education, provided 
funds for t h e purpose of investigating the extent of the needs 
and what methods would be most feasible to meet the needs. Un-
fortunately the outbreal( of hostilities in Europe with its sub-
sequent involvement of the United States delayed any action on 
the recommendations which were made by the earlier commission. 
In the decade beginning in 1939 and ending in 1948 two 
separate inquiries looking into the problem of providing proper 
higher education facilities for all qualified youth in the state 
were undertalcen by the Le gislature. 
A comparison of the wording of the two bills under which 
the studies were authorized indicates the change in attitude or 
rather the crystallization of thinking which had talwn place in 
the intervening ten years. 
In the enabling legislation of 1939 the purpose of the 
earlier study was stated as -
A bill establishing the Massachusetts State University 
with power to confer certain degrees and for the purpose of 
co-ordinating certain higher educational facilities in the 
State.l 
While the bill establishing the study in 1949 says -
Resolved, that a special unpaid commission ••••.• 
is hereby established for the purpose of making an investi-
e;,ationand study of the problems of higher education in the 
Commonwealth, particularly those pertaining to the feasibil-
ity of incorporating in said University, the state teacher~ 
colleges and other state institutions of higher education. 
l.Ibid., p. 13. 
2Final Report of the Special Commission Established to 
~nvestigate and Study Certain Problems of Education in the 
~ommonwealth: 1948, pp. 3-5. Boston: Legislative Printing 
Pffi ce, 1948. 
ity 
ing 
lar 
mi c 
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From the first study came a general suggestion that -
A study should be undertaken to determine the possibil-
of offering at certain of the Teachers Colleges train-
in the business, technical, semi-professional and simi-
fields, and of offering collegiate training ~f an acade-
nature on the freshmen and sophomore levels. 
While the report of the 1948 Committee ma ke s the follow-
ing specific recommendati ons -
1. That opportunities for public higher education 
should be made available to all citizens of Massachusetts 
possessing the requisite abilities. There should be no 
barrier , either geographic, economic or traditional, that 
would prevent young men and women of the State from under-
taking study beyond high school. It should be emphasized 
that additional provisions for public hi gher education is 
not merely an olbigation to a group of talented citizens; 
it is a necessary measure for the continued development of 
our society. 
2. That some of the teachers colleges be expanded to 
offer two-year courses in liberal arts, business, semi-
technical or semi-professional training. 
3 . That the Uni versi t:']' of Massachusetts be expanded in 
staff and plan~ facilities to offer increased educational 
opportunities. 
From this comparison we see that Massachusetts is cog-
nizant of its obligations. That it is acting to implement its 
facilities for public higher education is evident from the fact 
that the resolves of 1939 refer to the "Massachusetts State 
College " while those of 1947 refer to the "University of Mas s a-
chusetts."3 
l Massachusetts Youth Study, 1940, op . cit., p. 17. 
2Report of Special Commi ssion , 1948, op. cit., p . 13. 
3Ibid., P• 7. 
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========~====================================================~====----
Tha t t he Commo nwealth ha s not dischar ge d fully all its 
present obli gations for public education to a large segment of 
its youth, is cleaP l y evident i n the f a ct that over a ten year 
period and in sp ite of the recommendations of two commissions 
it has not se e n its way clear to act in t he ma tter of hi ~her 
I 
when, consider 1l 
vocational training . 
How p rophe tic the Commis s ion of 1940 was 
ins t he perma nenc e of t he p ro b l em , it stated: 
The depress i on has served to bring the problems of our 
youth to the fore ground, but it is evident tha t these p ro-
b l e ms had t he ir beginnings befo re 1929 . There i s a lso 
every rea s on to suppose that even though economic condition 
were shortly t o be i mproved substanti a lly a "youth problem" 
would remain . 
Activity in connection with building up our national 
defences presumably will reduce unemp l oyment amo ng youth . 
But it is absolutely i mportant that we realize that either 
this activity is e ssen tially t emporary in char a cter , af t e r 
which t here will be a no t her reacti on in the form of hard 
times, or that we will become committed to t he mai n tenan ce 
of a far l arger milita ry organization than heretofor e. In 
either case youth will have its p roblems, and serious ones 
at that. Peace-time conscrip tion, for example, may seem to 
reduce unemp loyment by taking larg e numbers of men off the 
labor market; but they must eventually return to the.t rnarke • 
Youth now has difficulty i n getting jobs when it leaves 
school. That difficulty will in all probability not be 
e liminated by conscr i p tion . It would be a mistake to look 
upon military prepara tions and related industrial a ctivity 
as a permanent solution for all of the p roblems of our 
youth. Present conditions are f a r more lik ely eith er to 
modif
1
v the nature of this problem or to a ggravate it or 
both. 
The Commission of 1948 has g iven as its opinion that -
The truth is, we have . not ye t developed a higher educa -
tional system whose purpose and philosophy mee t the nee d s o 
students for hi gher educa tion i n a t wenti e th-century demo-
cratic na tion with resp onsibilities for world leadership.2 
TM~ssa chusetts Youth Study, 1940, op. cit., l)• 5. I 
2
Re art of S e cia1 C_Q_r!l!l) ission 1948 _gp_. __ pJ, t_._,_ • 1 3 • If====== 
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We i ghing the present organization of public colleces in 
our State , the pr>esent commission finds t hat ther·e is a co nfu -
s ion of thought and act io n , a dup lica tion of offerings, a 
threatened extinction of original purpose c oupled with a compet 
itiveness which deters t hose seeking the objective of an oppor-
tuni ty for a h i gher educat i on o f high qua l ity . · The i r conclusio 
is that s i nce a ll these opportunities canno t be provided within 
t he home community, it is a necessar>y functio n of t he State to 
provide: 
1. Opportunit ie s for the fir s t t wo years of colle[e 
1· r orl~ withi n reasona.ble proximity of the home. 
2 . Opportunit i es for tra i ning i n t he specialized 
branches of l earning . 
3 . Emphasis o n subjects of a te chnical or vo cational 
nature coupled with an eradication of t he thought t hat all 
students need or want u niversity work . 1 
The present Commission concludes fina lly that an inte -
grated progr>am for> publi c h i gher educat ion can be brought about 
onl y under the top l eadershi p of t he State . 
The Commiss ion in 1 948 felt as di d t hat of a decade ago 
that there are t hree ma in barriers to equa l educational oppor -
tuni ty, economic , geoc.;raphi c and tre.di tional . 
This s tudy was undertaken a t t he reques t of and i n co-
operation with the 1947 Commis sion to seel{ a determination of 
the extent of the prob l ems and t he degree to which these bar-
riers if they did exi s t in Ma ssachusetts, cons tituted an unequa 
opportun ity f or our youth . 
7 
This inquiry constitutes an attempt by the writer to 
survey 34,363 students who would normally be expected to gradu-
ate from lVIassa chusetts public secondary schools in 1948. 
This study is concerned only with expressed educational 
and occupational plans and preferenoes of graduating pupils . 
The study seeks to determine the extent to which the commission ' s 
finding s , that the three main barriers to equal educational op-
portunity as cited, are the same as those which youth itself 
i clentifies . 
The tradition of a four-year course for a special group 
has been rapidly givi ng way to the philosoph~r stated by Presi-
dent Conant when he writes of education in general at both the 
school and college level • 
• • • • • the most important aspect of this whole 
matter (the objec tives of a genera l education in a free 
society) is the ge neral education of the great majority 
in each generation , not the comparatively small minority 
who attend our four-year colleges.l 
Nevertheless we must also be aware of the fact that 
such a change also carries vvi th it the implication of the con-
~ . f II 1" b 1 d ' + d" t. tt 2 
·ulnuance o a l era an numane ... ra l lon • 
It should be a point of contemplation that another 
aspe ct of the vocational versus the academic education namely, 
the tendency to consider the former as a dumping ground for 
lHarvard University, Genera l Education in a Free Socie-
ty, a report prepared by the Harvard Committee (Cambridge: 
Harvard University, 1945) p. viii. 
( 
1 
I 
' 
' ;
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those who do not succeed in the latter, must be considered very 
carefully before any final decision can be ma de concerning the 
need for an expansion of fac ilities. If the traditional out-
l ook is to be the basis on which the expansion will be deve lop-
ed then this can be considered as of more harm than benefit to I 
the commonv1 ea l th. 
Definition of terms used.--Certain terms used in this 
study are defined in order that there may be no misunderstand-
ing of t he intent of t he t hesis. 
By "two year Libera l Arts education" is meant a course 
of t raini ng beyond t he twelfth grade and embracing courses 
which are cenerally accep ted for c redi t toward graduation as a 
bachelor of arts or sci ences in a four year degree granting in- I 
stitution . 
By "two year program of vocational education" is meant 
a course of study, terminal in nature (leading to a degree of 
As sociat e in his field) which will per mit the student to spe-
cialize in his cho sen fi e ld at the same time that he is fitted 
for the p roblems of adjustment to the socio-qconomic factors of 
his environment. 
By "higher education" is meant education beyond the 
t·welfth g rade. 
By "lowe r than averag e cost" - there is some disagree-
ment as to the exact meaning of this term. In general it has 
been agreed that the tuition costs wi ll not be more than $100.0 
per year. Other costs for board and room would be lessened by 
I 
9 
location of insti t utions with in conmmtine; radius . 
By "commuting Padius" is meant a radius of one way 
travel to or from the home to classro om of not more than thirty 
mi l es dai l y . 
Ma ssachuse tts has for t he last decade been seeli.:ing to 
establish a sound restatement of its educational object i ves and 
responsibilities . That the commonwea lth has not succeeded in 
this undertaking is not so much a subject for lamentation as it 
to formulate a p lan for educa tion i n our demo cracy, states -
Any restatement of educational objectives and responsi-
b ilities which is rooted in reality take s into account the I 
nature of professiona l obligations and makes adjustments to 
cope with the major changes wrought in society since the 
last e;enera l reckonine i n Aducation . 
Any statement of educational objectives a n d respons i bi -
li ti es that is not mere l y theoretical involves a quest for 
t he institutional forms and operat i ng prac tices through 
which educati on can best a t tain its ends .l 
It i s little wonder then, t hat a s ta te , busy with the 
effects of a de:c)ression and a war should be somewhat uncertain 
as to the proper course to pursue . 
It is hear•teni ng to l::.now t ha t t he l eaders of education-
al t h ought wi thin t he state are cogni zant of t he problem s and 
are seeking the wisest so luti on . 
l Nationa l Education Asso ciati on , Pol i c ie s for Educa tion 
in Arner i can Democrac~r , A Report Prepared by the Educa tiona l 
Policies Commission ( Washington: Nat ional Education Associa -
ti on , 1946 ), p . 17. 
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In the survey of related inquiries in Chapter II an 
attempt will be made to show what actually happens to youth 
upon graduation from secondary school. In Chapters III, IV, V 
and VI an attempt will be made to show what youth would like to 
have happen. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES 
During the period beginning in 1930 there has been a 
growinG interest in the subject of what happ ens to youth upon 
g raduation from secondary school. In this chapter it is pro-
posed to consi der various parallel studies which have been ma de 
in the past and to set forth their finding s as. a basis on whi ch 
certa in comparative conclusions may be considered in the presen ' 
study. 
The Maryland youth study of 1938.--Bell directed a stud 
of more than 13,000 youth in the sta te of Maryland in 1938. 
Certain social problems which this study revealed were: 
1. The necessity of equalizing educational opportun-
ities. 
2. Guidance is one of youth's most pressing necessi-
ties. 
3. • •• the lack of appropriate and adequate voca-
tional trainin8.1 
Bell found that the economic factor was the reason g ive 
for school-leaving b y 54.0 p er cent of those who discontinued 
their schooling . 
lnoward M. Be ll, Youth Tell Their Story , A Report t o th 
American Youth Commission on the Conditions and Attitudes of 11 
Young People in Maryland between the a g es of sixteen and twenty 1 
four , Conducted for the Amer ican Council on Education ( Washing -
ton , 1938), pp. v-vii. 
11 
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Put in another way , Bell found that out of every 25 
youth who have left school, ten left because of economic need , 
and six left because of lack of interest or malad justment. 
An analysis of the responses of the twelfth grade grad-
uates sugg ests that almost half (46.8 per cent) failed to pro-
ceed to a higher educational level because of a lacl~ of family 
funds. 
The study found that out of every 25 youth expressing 
a desire for vocational training ; 
Nine desired training for one of the p rofessions. 
Six desired training for business or secretarial work. 
Six desired training in trades and crafts. 
Two desired training in domesti c and personal service. 
Two desired training in other unclassified fields. 
Bell does not mal~e any specific recommendations in hi:s 
study. He has attempted to determine wha t social problems are 
revealed by his study. 1 
National survey of the status of education.--Fine in 
1947 set out to find the condition of our schools in relation t d 
the democratic traditions of our nation.2 He found that the 
major problems facing our schools were an acute teacher shortag 1 , 
low morale, inadequate supplies, and a loss of confidence in ourn 
educational system. 
Of greatest significance were his findings concerning 
1 Ibid., pp . 64-8 . 
2Benjamin Fine, Our Children Are Cheated, pp . 5-9. 
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1947). 
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the teacher shortage. To show the seriousness of the situation 
he states that where 22 per cent of all colleg e students of 25 
years ago were in tea chers' colleg es, he found that only seven 
per cent were training to be teachers at present. 
The apparent lack of interest in teaching as a career 
as shown by the present survey is in line with what Fine found 
for the nation. He states: 
During the war years the enrollment of women in teacher · ' 
colleges dropped by forty per cent. It is still over twent, 
per cent less t han in 1940.1 
P~ong the recommendations which Fine made as a result 
of his study there are four which concern us in their relation 
to what we shall observe in the Massachusetts youth study of 
1940 which follows on succeeding pages of this chap ter. Fine 
recommends increased fina n cial support for p ublic schools, fed-
Most 
I 
eral aid to education, improvement of school facilities. 
I 
important of all his recommendations was a plea for an expan-
sion of higher education facilities. 2 
The Massachusetts youth study of 1940.--In 1940 the De -
partment of Education of Massachusetts surveyed about 8 1 000 
young people from 16 to 25 years of age in all parts of the 
State. This survey was conducted through personal inter-views 
with all 8,000; supplementary questionnaires to 750 of these 
youth; questionnaires filled out by youth-serving agencies; 
studies of school-leavers in 12 representative high schools; 
1Ibid., p. 3 . 
2Ib~~PP~ 22-36. 
14 
conferences with leaders in labor and industry; and data gather~ 
ed by the Department of Education in the course of its regular 
activities. 
Of particular interest in this study was the survey made 
of the educational plans of high school graduates. Approxima te-
ly 700 high school graduates of 1938 or 1939 responded to the 
questionnaire. 
Table 1 below shows the type of work into which these 
youth planned to enter. A decade ago the greatest number desire~ 
to enter a commercial occupation. A high percentage (20.6 per 
cent) planned to work at a skilled trade. 
Getting further education was the major problem in 1940 
for 20.6 per cent of students in the high school group which 
made up 18.9 per cent of all the interview group. 
TABLE 1 
TYPE OF WORK DESIRED BY OUT-oF-SCHOOL 
YOUTH IN MASSACHUSETTS IN 19~9 
Percent 
Professional. • • • • • • • • 21.5 
Managerial. • • • • . • • • • 8.1 
Office and Sales. • • • • • • 31.0 
Skilled • • • • • • • • • • • 20.6 
Semi-skilled. • • • • • • • • 7.4 
Unskilled • • • • • • • • • • 0.4 
Public Service. • • • • • • • 4.9 
Domestic. • • • • • • • • • • 4.3 
Agriculture • • • • • • • • • 1.5 
Other • • • • • • • • • • • • 0,3 
11========-====~~===----~~--~------------------------~~--~~~~1 
In 1940 the crucial question centered about the problem 
of whether the number of trade schools should be increased, have 
1 their programs changed in any way, or both. 
l Massachusetts Youth Study, 1940, op. cit., PP• 69-73. 
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The study sought to determine the answers to two main 
questions: 
1. What is the demand for higher education? 
2. What should be done to meet this demand? 1 
The first point made by the survey was that a substan-
stated that they preferred to attend outside the state. About 
20 per cent were attending schools outside the state bacause 
they could not gain entrance to Massachusetts institutions or 
were financially unable to attend the school of their choice 
within the Commonwealth. 
In 1939 about 10,000 graduates of Massachusetts public 
high schools of the class of 1938 were enrolled in various 
schools a year later. It was apparent to the Commission that 
being in the vicinity of educational institutions does not elim-
inate the difficulties of attendance. 
Nearly 65 per cent of the Interview Group still in high 
school indica ted that they wished to go on to training be ;y-ond 
high school but that only 45 per cent would like to complete a 
full four year course. 
As a further basis of comparison the type of training 
desired by the 1938-1939 high school graduates is shown in 
Table 2. 
1 · lr-=========~========~I~b~i~d · ~' =P~·~l~3~5~·~==========================================~======== 
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TABLE 2 
TYP E OF TRAINING DESI RED BY YOU TH OF 
I'.ilASSACHUSETTS IN 1939 
-, 
I 
Co lle. s e . . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · • • 
Engineering School •••.•••• ••• •••• 
School of Edu cat ion or Teachers ' College •••• 
Junior Colleg e ••••••••• 
Business School • • • • • • • • • 
Trade School. • • • • • • •• 
Hosp ital (rJursing ). . ...• 
0 ther . . . . . . . . . . 
. . 
. . . 
. . 
. . . 
• • 
. . . . 
. . . 
. . . . 
. . . . 
16 .7 
10 . 3 
9 . 8 
2 . 0 
32 . 9 
1 6 . 0 
6 . 7 
5 . 6 
The economic p roblem of conti nui ng thei r education was 
of rna jor i mp ortcmce to hi gh school g r aduates i n 1940 just as it 
is today . Th e reason g iven for not con tinuing their education 
by 82 per c en t of those who did no t go on i n 1938 was "lack of 
fun ds." 
I n summar i zint; it s re c ommendations to meet a felt ne ed 
i n the fi e l d of h i gher education in Ma ssa chusetts 1 the Commi s-
s i on made the follo wi ng recommenda tion: 
THE CObiNiiSSI ON RECONtr;!ENDS 1 THEREF'ORE , THE ADAPT.ATI ON OF 
CERTAI N OF THE S'l'ATE TEACHERS ' c o LLEGES To I NCLUDE vVI THI N THEIR I 
OFFERI NGS SUC H OPPO R'l'UNI TIES FOR BUSI NESS , TECHNI CAL, AND SEJVli-
PROF'ESSIONAL TRAI NI NG AS A CAREFUL ;\.NALYSIS OF THE NEEDS OF THE 
AREA SERVED BY A GI VEN COLLEGE MAY I NDICATE . 1 
Since these schools ha ve plant , equipment and faculty 
to utilize exi s ti ng fa ciliti es than t o cr> eate new ones. 
======II=,-===-- -~Ihi_d__y I e 17~ 
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By offering courses of collegiate caliber on the fresh-
man and sophomore levels, these teachers' colleges could 
give the young people in this category a fair chance to be-
gin their colleg e careers, which could then be completed at 
other colleges or universities. 
This t wo-year liberal arts course could 1 moreover , be 
utilized to g ive terminal education to those young peop le 
who for one reason or another do no t wish to complete a 
four-year cou i'se. Sin ce the present curriculum at al l the 
teachers' colleg es provide s two years of liberal arts work 
as part of the t eacher-training program , some of the sma ller1 
colleges could accow~odate larger fresrunan and sophomore 1 
classes without too great an increase in operating costs. 
The Commission is not specifying in detail any p rog ram 
for such reorganization of some of the teachers' colleges , 
because such programs should be the fruit of an exha ustive 
study which the Department of Educat ion is urge d to make . 
This much, however , seem s clea r, · viz., that if the colleges 
selected for such development are carefully chosen, and the 
needs t hey are to serve carefully determined, larg e numbers 
of young peop le would find t he k ind of educational opportun1 ities they seek within commuting distance of their homes. 
This, combined with the low tuition cost of state-covered 
institutions, should bring certain types of post-secondary 
schooling within the reach of many for whom it is no w no 
more than a vain wish.l 
Of the fore going surveys , the mo st i mportant for this 
study is that of the Massachusetts Department of Education. 
Leaving the desires and problems of the youth of a decade past 
and pro ceeding to the hopes and questionings of the youth grad-
uating in 1948 it wi ll be p ossible to judge the validity of the 
conclusions which were drawn from the replies of the gradua ting 
class of 1938-1939. 
That the basic problem has not changed, but in fact has 
become more intense wi th the pa ssage of a decade , will become 
increasing ly clear as the replies of the cla ss of 1948 are con-
jl sidered. 
I 
__J 
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That the need for an expansion of educational opportuni-
ties for Massachusetts youth must be faced and solved will becomp 
apparent in the following chapters . 
C:t-1-\PT ER I I I 
PROCEDURES USED IN GATHERING THE DATA 
II 
I 
I 
IntroducU.on.--'rhe procedures used in conducting this 
survey were dictated by the very limited time, money and p erson ! 
nel at the disposal of the writer. Given a broader work ing 
basis it would be readily possible to increase the scope of the 
survey. It is felt that despite the limiting factors alrea dy 
cite d, the response represents a si gnificant section of the 
youth immediately concerned with planning for a future. The 
very evident sincerity wh ich a random sampline of returned form 
disclosed coupled with the extremely hi g h percentag e of returns 
points out the real a nd intense interest which these boys and 
girls are t a king in the problem of p lanning their future. 
De termination of the typ e of information needed.--The 
\ Commission studying the needs for higher education in Massa chu-
1 setts ha d certain specific questions for which it was seeldng 
answers. Th e research consultant for the Commission wa s t h e 
first p erson whose advice and assistance was sought i n the pre-
liminary determination of the scope of the inquiry . Basing the 
pre liminary p lanning for the survey on the three factors of time ~ 
money and personnel previously mentioned, it was decided at this l 
meeting to limit the survey to the g raduating class of the pub- I 
lie schools of the state. In addition it wa s decided to di spens 
with a follow-up study on a b a sis of personal interviews but 
19 
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rather to confine the survey to an inqulry form. The i nforma-
tion sought by t he Commission was determined to be a report on 
the number of youth who p lanned to continue their education; the 
e conomic conditions which mi ght prevent them from realizing 
their hopes, the si gnificance of g eographic factors in determin-
ing future plans, the type of education and subsequent career 
desired, and their attitude toward higher education at public 
expen se. 
Gaining approval and assurance of support.--At a meeting 
I 
of representatives from the S chool of Education at Bos ton Univer l 
sity, Massachusetts Superintendents' Con feren ce, the Leg isla tive 
Commission and t he writer, a final agreement was reached on the 
type of information want ed . At the same time arrang eme n ts were 
made for approval of the survey by the Superintendents of the 
1
state. Subsequent to this meeting and after a tryout of the 
inquiry form at Conco r d Hig h School, the writer was able to 
expla in t h e purpose of the survey to, and ask the cooperation 
of, t he Massachusetts Headmasters' Asso ciati o n at t h ei r a nnua l 
winter mee ting . The value of these prelimi nary step s can be 
seen in the prompt return within 30 days of receipt, of approxi l 
mately 20 ,000 ca refully answered inquiry forms. 
Preparation, tryout and distribution of inquiry forrns.-
Subsequent to the fina l deterrnina tion of the data desired , advi 
and assistance in preparing the form was tendered by the Depart-, 
m en t of' Guidance and Per so nne 1 of' the Schoo 1 of Education at I 
J Boston University. Mimeographed forms were di stri bu ted to the ~-- seniors of Con~ord HiE~~chool at a special assembly called by 
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the principal. Students were asked to point out any ambiguities 
and possible omissions. The completed forms v1ere carefully an-
alyzed and a final form was drafted with the cooperation of re-
presentatives from the Commission, the Superintendents' Associa-
tion and the Headmasters' Association. The final form was print• 
ed under contract. Sufficient copies with an overage allowance 
of ten per cent to allow for possible errors were distributed 
directly to the Superintendent of each school system in the 
state. Accompanying these forms was a letter from the chairman 
of the Policy Committee of the Massachusetts Superintendents' 
Association . In addition a simple, one-page set of directions 
for answering the form was included in the envelope. Fina lly, 
in order to facilitate the tabulation of returns, addressed re-
turn envelopes were included. Since the International Business 
Machine Corporation was engaged to tabulate the returns, these 
envelopes were addressed directly to that Corporation's service 
bureau in Boston . 
The inquiry form.--The inquiry form (which may be con-
sulted in Appendix II on page 72 of this study) evolved as a 
simple, one-sheet blank consisting of 12 items. The questions 
and sub ... questions were so constructed that they could be answer ... 
ed by encircling the appropriate answer or by the insertion of 
a word. 
Onl;y two questions required that the student write any-
thing. 
Because one question involved the economic status of 
the individual and might prove to be a source of embarrassment, 
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10 names were asked for . 
Students desiring to make any personal c omments were in-
structe d to do so on the back of the ques tionnaire . 
The main i tel!!S of the i nquiry form sought to determine : 
1. How ,, aDy seniors des ired to continue t he i r educa tion l 
2 . Wha t type of tra i ninG t hey de sired. 
3 . How long they wished to continue their studi e s. 
4. What school or colleee t he y desired to attend . 
5 . How many students planned to go outside the state 
continue their education. 
6 . The reasons why students di d not p l an to continue 
their education . 
7. How many woul d be interested in attending a State -
supported regional two-year institute o f h i ghe r l earning . 
8 . What types of tra ining v.r ere desired by interested 
students . 
9. :.vhat occupa tiona l choices seni ors had made . 
10. What aff ect tuition-free h i gher education wou lcl have 
on the educational p lans o f seni ors . 
The quest ion conc erning occupa tiona l choices of seni ors 
was co difi ed for tabulating purl)oses accordi ng to t he occupat i on 
listed in Appendi x I II, Di ctionary of Occupational Ti tles , 1939 
Edit i on . One code number· '.'!as ass i gned to cover a ll occUi_Jations 
not otherwise covered . 
Na ture of t he returns .-~A pPel i mi nary table VIEts con-
struc ted showing the number of seniors i n p u blic schoo l s a ccor d-
ing to the returns i n the statistical off i ce of the Depar t ment 
of Education of the Commonwea lth . Since latest fi gures for 
1947 were as of October 1 1 1946, an a llowanc e o f ten per cent 
An analysis of the data shows that on a basis of 34 , 362 
students actually enrolled on October 1, 1946, 24,063 or 70 per 
cent of t hese , returned the completed questionnaire . Because 
of the severe t i me limit i mposed , no attempt was made to i n -
crea s e this per cent by use of follo v; -up letters or cards. 
Of the total number of comp l eted questionna i res r ec eiv -
ed, 19,673 were received before March 15th, or less than thirty 
days after· mai ling to the schools. As of June 1, 1948, returns 
were still accu mul at i ng . On that date it was decided t hat the ~~ 
survey r'eport would be based on t he t ota l returns then at hand . 
As will be shown i n Table 3 in t he nex t chapter, 24,063 seniors I 
responded . Stated in terms of per cent this represents slightl I 
more than 70 per cent of th e possible returns based on the 
October 1, 1946 figure. On a bas i s o f returns by towns we find 
that forms were received from 96 per cent of the schools survey 
ed. 
In Chapter IV we shall co ns ider the results as they in-
dicate the educational p lans and ne eds of Ma ssachusetts seniors 
~F===== ====----==--==· 
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CHf1PTER IV 
EDUCATIONAL PLANS AND PREFERENCES OF SENIORS I N 
MASSACHUSETTS HIGH SCHOOLS 
Introduction.--In this chapter V<-'e shall consider the 
results of t he survey as they pert airi to the sec ond major pur-
pose of the inquiry . Most important to the needs of the commis 
sion in its attempt to determine what steps should be t aken by 
the Commonwealth in meeting the future educati ona l demands of 
the youth of Massachusetts is the question of wha t a.re the 
future educationa l plans of seniors . 
Before p roceeding to a study of the educational plans 
land preferenc es of the seniors certain general comments concern 
ing the handling of the data should be ma de . The se observation 
will hold in the following chapter as we ll. 
The s tate was div ided into 11 areas based on the loca-
tion of schools within a generally accepted commuting radius of 
not more than thirty miles from the state teachers colleg es lo-
cated at North Adams, We stfield, Worcester , Fitchburg , Lowell, 
Salem , Framingham, Br idgewater, Hyannis and the State Universit I 
at .Amhers t. In addition to wns within the geogr aphical area of I 
I 
lv! etropoli tan Boston were included in an eleventh area having 
Boston as its hub . As shown in Appendix Von page 75 the towns 
I were included for tabulation purposes within t he geographic 
•==-=-=-====-=JFi ?-reas selected . The tabular results ?.re indica ted b~ area 
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throughout. 
At the time this study was undertak en latest a vailable 
fi gures in the statistical section of the Department of Educa-
tion showed that on October 1, 1946 there were 34 ,362 students 
listed as actually enrolled in the junior class of the public 
high schools.. This fi gure was used as a basis for arriving at 
p ercentages . It is almost certain that on a b a sis of p ast ex-
perience the actual number of students who were available for 
questionino" would be less in the senior class. However, since I 
a return of 72 per cent based on the October 1, 1946 figure was I 
obtained, we ca n p roceed with assurance of a valid sampling. 
Interest in post high school education.--As shown in 
Table 3 in answering the question, "Would you like to continue 
your schooling beyond hi gh school?" 66 .9 per cent or 1 6 ,149 
seniors out of the tota l of 24 ,063 seniors who answered the in-
quiry form expressed a desire to continue their education. Ther~ 
were 3,698 or 15.5 per cent who indicated that they were uncer-
tain about continuing their schooling and 3,598 or 15 per cent 
who did not want to continue their training beyond high school. 
There were 618 or 2 .6 per cent of the students who did not ex-
press an opinion. 
In the 1940 Massachusetts Youth Study it was found that I 
54.6 p er cent of the students planned to continue their educa-
tion.1 Ten years later 66 .9 per cent of the seniors plan to con-
libid • . De 142. 
tinue their schooling beyond secondary school. This represents I 
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a rise of 12 . 2 percentage po ints in the number who would li ke to 
go on with their schooling . 
TABLE 3 
N. 1n R "T~D PERCENT..tJGE OF PUPILS I\fDICATI NG A D,..,.SIRE Ui\J DEJ_ b. ·' : ... ~ • i 1 I ~ .. 
' 
TO CO NTI NUE SCHOOLI NG· BEYO ND HIGH SCHOOL 
(By .t,reas) 
li 
I 
I 
I 
Area Yes No UncePtain Blank Total I 
liJum- Per Num- Ber Num - Per Num- Per Num - Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent I 
I 
1 539 60.6 203 22.8 136 15.3 12 1 . 3 890 100 
I 
2 1013 65 .5 228 14 . 7 262 16.8 43 3 . 0 1546 100 I 
3 545 65.8 132 15.9 127 15 . 4 24 2.9 828 100 
4 1348 71.1 22 1 11 . 6 290 15.3 38 2 .0 1897 100 
I 
5 716 67 .6 148 13.9 164 15.4 31 3.1 1059 100 
6 988 70.1 224 16.1 186 12 . 8 53 1.0 1451 100 
7 1472 67 .7 271 12 . 9 357 16.3 75 3.1 2175 100 
8 2585 69 .1 525 14.1 546 14.5 89 2.3 3745 1oo I 
9 297 67.2 60 13 . 5 70 15.8 16 3.5 443 100 II 
10 705 65.1 148 13.6 197 18.2 33 3.1 1o'83 100 
11 5941 66 .4 1438 15.9 1363 15 . 2 204 2 . 5 8946 100 
Totals 16149 66.9 3598 15.0 3698 15.5 618 2 . 6 24063 100 
· • 
- 1 
the I It is not the purpose of this study to inquire into 
reasons for this significant increase but it would seem that I 
there is an increasing feeling on the part of high school stu-
/dents that a twelfth grade education is insufficient to meet 
I 
========~=============================2=7======================~ ~======I 
present-day competition in the labor market . 
Type of educational institution preferred.--The questio 
concerning preferred types of educational institution, "If you 
do wish to co n tinue your schooling beyond high school indicate 
the k ind of instituti o n you p refer and the numbe r of years you 
plan to attend it," elicited some interesting results as shown 
in Table 4. The number of students who replied in the affirma -
tive to this question totaled 17 ,406, or 72 per cent of the stu 
dents who returned completed questionnaires. Of these , the mos 
popular choice was for a business training of up to two years 
duration. One-fourth (24 .7 per cent) of the students expressin 
a desire, indicated that they would attend a business school or 
collee e as compared to the next highest group in which one-fift 
(19 per cent) of the students showed a desire for a liberal art · 
education of the traditional four year type. 
According to the survey of 1940, 2.0 per cent of the 
students graduating in the class of 1938 and 1.2 per cent of 
tho s e graduating in the class of 1939 desired to attend a Junio j 
i 
colleg e. Among the graduates of the class of 1948, Junior col- I 
lege as a first choice showed an increase to 4.8 per cent. The 
desire to attend a Junior college has more than doubled since 
1938-39. 
Teachers colleges are an established and accepted part 
of the public higher educational system of the state. At pre-
E
nt Massachusetts supports eight teachers' colleges in 
o a' teacher training curriculum at the state university in 
Amherst. See Table 5 resent there is a sho~g~_of qua~i -
==JF===-== 
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TABLE 4 
KIND AND DURATION OF SCHOOLING DESIRED BY 
l~SSACHUSETTS YOUTH I 
ARRANGED BY AREAS 
=::-: 
It Area Trade Teachers Junior School of Liberal 
~ears College College Nursing Arts I Num- Per Num- ' Per Num• Per Num- Per Nurn- Per I ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
I 
1 . 50 8.5 42 7.1 21 3.5 75 12 .s 110 18 .9 
2 82 7.4 82 7.4 71 6.4 113 10.2 211 18.8 3 70 11.6 37 6.2 25 4.1 86 14 . 4 97 16.2 
4 144 9.6 104 6.9 100 6.7 180 12 .o 275 18.3 5 73 9.4 57 7~3 53 6~8 71 9.2 144 18.6 
6 88 8.4 68 6.5 50 4.8 91 8.7 180 17.1 
7 127 7.8 105 6.8 85 5.2 152 9.6 275 16.7 
8 214 7~7 208 7.5 125 4.5 266 9 .7 454 16.3 
9 30 9 ~ 8 23 7 . 5 13 4.3 30 9.8 51 16.6 
10 66 8 .5 40 5 . 2 28 3~8 112 14.6 134 17.2 
ll ll 447 7 . 2 395 6 . 2 266 4 . 4 357 5 .6 1378 21.7 r I i"ota1 1391 8.0 1161 6.7 837 4 . 9 1533 8 . 8 3309 19 .0 
I 
Engineer Agricul-
Area ing Business ture Other Total 
School School 2 years 
Num- Per Num ... Per Num- Per Num ... Per Num- Per ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
I _ , 
1 62 10.3 102 17.7 22 3 . 5 102 17 . 7 586 100 2 130 11.4 232 20 .8 35 3 .2 162 14.4 1118 100 3 36 6.2 120 20.1 17 2.9 109 18.3 597 100 
I 4 171 11.4 305 20.4 44 2.9 177 11.8 1500 100 
I 5 68 8.9 170 21.9 24 3.1 115 14.8 775 100 6 126 12 . 0 253 24~5 29 2.8 159 15.2 1044 100 7 170 10 . 4 413 25.4 40 2.4 256 15~7 1623 100 8 309 10.9 706 25 . 4 66 2.7 409 14~3 2757 100 
9 29 9.4 60 19 . 5 13 4~3 58 18 . 8 307 100 I 10 73 9~4 163 21~0 39 5.0 118 15.3 773 100 I 11 685 10.8 1872 29.5 117 1 .9 799 12 .7 6326 100 
rotal 1859 10 . 8 4396 24 .7 446 2 .7 2464 14 .4 17406 100 I 
-
I 
Jj_ 
29 
fied elementary teachers in the state. This shortage is expect , 
l •d to continue during the next decade. According to the express t 
l ed educational choices of seniors as shown in Table 4, 1161 stu- j 
dents (6.7 per cent) are interested in attending a teacher's l 
college or school of education; for example, the school at 
Amherst, at Boston University, The Boston Art School, or Spring-
field College, to mention only a few of the schools and colleges 
concerned with the t ra ining of future teachers in Massachusetts. \ 
In 1938, the figures for those who expressed a desire for train- ! 
ing in some form of a curriculum which leads generally to engage~ 
ment in teaching was 10.2 per cent who wished to enter the fiel~~ 
of e ducation. 1 
I 
This represents a loss of 3.6 per cent for teacher train 
ing education in 1948 over 1938. There would seem to be a defi-
nite downward trend of an alarming nature in the popularity of 
teaching as a profession . 
It is interesting to note from Tables 5 and 6 that at thfl 
!present time Massachusetts has a valuation of $4,124,440 in its 11 
I 
Teacher Training Institutes as compared to a total valuation of J 
I $5,751,800 in all its other institutions of higher learning. 1 
It is also interesting to note that at a period when 
ost of the schools and colleges of Massachusetts are above ca-
acity in enrollment only two of the Teachers ' colleges attract-
ed suff icie n t students to exceed their capacity, namely: Fitch- 1 
I 
burg, a highly selective type of training institute where empha-
1, 
1~----------------------- ----------------------------------------------
1 r bid. , p • 13 5 . 
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TABLE 5 
HISTORICAL DATA CONCERNING MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES~*' 
Date of Number of Assessed Courses 
College Establish- Buildings Valua tio:n (Specialties under-
ment lined) 
Bridgewater 1840 11 ~8611850 Elementary 1 Junior 
High 1 Senior High, 
Kindergarten-Primar~ 
School Librarian1 
Graduate 
Fitchburg 1895 81 651,000 Elementary, Junior 
High, Fractical Arts, 
Graduate. 
Framingham 1839 8 717,500 Elementary, Household 
Arts, Vocat ional 
Household Ar ts 
·-
Lowell 1895 1 203,540 Elementar y, Music 
North Adams 1895 3 158,000 Elementary, Junior 
High, Rural Schools, 
Kinderf~r~~E~Primarx, 
Gradua e 
Salem 1854 2 303,750 Elementary, Junior 
High, Commercial, 
SJ2ecial Class 
Westfield 1839 5 253 ,BOO Elementary, Junior I High 
j Wo:r;-cester 1874 4 405,000 Elementary, Junior & 
Senior High 
School 
of Art 1873 1 600,000 Drawing, Painting, 
Modeling and Sculp-
~ure 1 Oenerai Design 
and Illustration, 
Public Schoo! Art 
*Sources: Massachusetts Department of Education Records, 
1947. 
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sis on the manual arts pre domi nates , and the Massachusetts Schoo ~ II 
of Art where such highly specialized subjects as modeling, sculp l• 
ture, costume design a.nd illustration form a major portion of 
the curriculum. 1 
TABLE 6 
HISTORICAL DATA CONCERNING MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTIONS 
OF PUBLIC HIGHER LEARNING OTHER THAN 
STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES 
JJa'te of 
Institution Establish- Number of Assessed 
ment Buildings Valuation Courses 
I 
I 
I 
Un~vers~'ty 1863 73 ~0 , 975,000 Agri cultur e , Home Ec.:.. 
of Massa- anomies, Hor ticul- I 
chusetts 
al Arts , Engineering 
Physical Educati on , I 
Business Administra I 
tion 
' 
Lowell 1897 6 1 , 000 , 000 Textile Manufactur- 11 
Tex t ile 
1 Institute 
ing, Engineering, I 
Chemistry, Desien I 
and Sales I I 
New 1898 3 328 , 750 Textile Engineering~ 
Bedford Technology Chemi s tr 
Textile Dyeing and Finishin1 
Institute and Designing , Kni t 
Goods Manufacturing , 
Mechanical Engi neer 
ing · 
i I Bradford 1904 4 273 , 050 Textile Engineering ,1 
Durfee Design , Chemistry anq 
Technical Dyeing , Engineerine / 
Institute I 
I 
Mas sachu- 1891 4 175,000 Deck Officer, Engi-
setts Mari- neering Off i cer 
time Acad- i de my 
! ======~==========~==================================~ ======~=====~=l==========~lF~i~n~a~l~R~e~p~o~r~t~~o~f~t~h~e~S~)p~e~c~i~a~l~C~o~m~m~i~s~s~~· ~o~n~·~O~Q~·~c~i~t~~· dD~·=-~2~1~·~============ 
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It would be extremely interesting to conduct a follow-up 
study of graduates of these two institutions to determine the 
number of graduates in the past ten years who have entered the 
teaching profession upon graduating from those teachers' col-
leg es. 
Duration of schooling being planned.--The 1940 study 
pointed out that 45 per cent of those who desired further educa-
tion wished to complete a full four-year college course. In the 
present study the figure is 43.9 per cent, a slight decrease 
lover 1940 but not sufficient to warrant any significant conclu-
sions being drawn. 
In 1938-39, 15 per cent of the boys and girls expressed 
a desire to complete about two years of college. The figure has 
changed in 1948 to 32 per cent, or slightly more than double the 
figure obtained in the survey of the past decade. The increase 
noted here from the figures given on pages 77 through 81 of the 
appendix correlated perfectly with that obtained in considering 
those who expressed a preference for attendance at a so-called 
Junior college. 
Comparative analysis.--There may be some justification 
for questioning a comparison between the results of the 1940 
youth report and the present study. It may well be asked, "Are 
conditions at present the same as those which prevailed in 1938 
39? 11 "Are the questions on which the comparison is based of suf l 
' ficient similarity to make valid comparisons of data possible?" 
To the first question the obvious answer is that the downward 
trend ~n the number of ear& of ind~cated desire fo ~chooling _ 
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beyond grade 12 lies in the anxiety of youth to enter into the 
world of work at a time when business can absorb them. The an-
I swer to the second question can be found in a comparison of the I 
wording of the questions. For those who would like to make thi ~ 
comparison the material may be found in Appendix E of the 1940 
Youth Study1 and page 72 of the present study. Since the word-
ing of the questions and the group to which they are addressed 
in both studies are so similar it is felt that the comparisons 
made are justified. 
The completed inquiry forms from four communities, se-
lected by size of enrollment for the purpose of comparative 
analysis, were withheld from tabulation. These towns are lo-
cated in four areas which may be termed urban-manufacturing, 
urban-residential, suburban-manufacturing and rural-farming re-
specti vely. 
A study of the figures given for the four communities 
selected for comparative analysis shows that the findings of 
1940 and those of the present study are in agreement on the 
question of the influence which the size of the community has 
upon continuation of schooling. In 1940 it was found that boys 
and girls from very large and very sma l l communities tend to 
discontinue their schooli ng more frequently than do youth from 
the towns of intermediate size. Present findings are in com-
plete agreement with that finding as a reference to Table 19 of 
the Appendix will show. 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 1 
1Massachusetts Youth Study, op.cit., p. 286. 
--=- _j, =· = I 
I 
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Choice of tra ining institution.--In answer to the ques-
tion, 11 Have you decided on the particular school or college you . 
wi sh to attend? 11 only 9,430 seniors (39 . 2 per cent) of thos e who 
answered this question had made a definite choice of the school 
or college they wished to attend as shown in Table 7. 
TABLE 7 
NUlvlBER AND PERCENTAGE WHO HAVE DECIDED ON A PARTICULP ... R 
Area 
Yes 
Num- Per 
ber cent 
SCHOOL OR COLLEGE 
No 
Num- Per 
ber cent 
Uncertain 
1\lum- .Per 
ber cent 
1 284 31.9 228 25 .6 153 17.2 
2 604 39 . 0 418 26 . 3 304 19.5 
3 275 33 . 1 244 29.5 175 21.2 
4 853 44.9 441 23.3 380 20.1 
5 413 38.9 305 28.8 207 19.6 
6 558 38.3 396 27.4 254 17.5 
7 867 39 . 8 533 24.4 450 20.5 
8 1373 36.6 1125 30.2 674 17.9 
9 171 38 . 7 132 29 . 8 66 14.8 
10 403 37.3 317 29.2 193 17.8 
ll 3629 40.5 1982 22.2 1733 19.4 ----~~--~-~~~4-~~4---~4-~~-1 
··=.--- . ~-
Blank . Totals 
Num- Per Num- Per 
ber cent ber cent 
225 25.3 
220 15.2 
134 16.2 
223 11.7 
134 12 .7 
243 16.8 
325 15.3 
573 15.3 
74 16.7 
170 15.7 
1602 17.9 
890 100 
1546 100 
828 100 
1897 100 
1059 100 
1451 100 
2175 100 
3745 100 
443 100 
1083 100 
8946 100 
Total 9430 6121 4589 3923 24063 
~~~~~--1-----+-----+-----+------r·----4-----~-----~~~4----· -­Average 
Percentage 
Based on 
24,063 Re-
sponses to 
Question 
39 . 2 25 .4 19.1 16.3 100 
The Youth Study of 1940 found that out of 40,000 esti-
mated graduates of the twelfth grade, 10,000 were in school a 
year later. The 1940 study also found that of the 30 ,000 youth 
who did not continue their education beyond high school about 
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7,000 actually plan to go and apply to one school or another.i 
In the last semester of the senior year 4,589 or 19.1 per cent oP 
those who responded to this question indicated that they were ur: .... 
certain about their choice of a school or college in which they 
wished to continue their education . An additional 6,121 senior::· 
(25 . 4 per cent) indicated that they had not decided on the partie-
ular school or college they wished to attend. 
On a basis of these fi gures it would seem that particula 'r 
attention to the increasing need for guidance services in our 
public schools is an issue which must be faced by school authori-
ties. Admitting the fact that there has been a definite increa::s 
in the guidance offerings of our public schools since the end of 
hostilities, nevertheless it can be assumed that conditions are 
far from ideal when we find no appreciable change in the situa-
tion of seniors whose plans are so ill-conceived or lack ing that 
an abrupt change in p lans is entered upon during a six months 
period prior to graduating from secondary school. 
The recommendation of the earlier study that greater 
concentration of guidance services are needed in the twelfth 
year seems inadequate in the light of the finding s of this 
2 
study. It is reasonable to believe that a sound guidance pro-
gram based on the life-adjustment needs of boys and girls would 
better serve the greatest good for all at all grade levels. 
The question of why so many youth are without definite 
plans for the future at the end of their secondary education is 
llbid . , PP• 140-3. 
2 Ibid. p. 147. 
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one which would seem to engage the attention of taxpayers and 
civic authorities alike. It was shown in the earlier youth 
study that the economic factor entered heavily into the change 
of plans or lack of plans which youth showed in the twelfth 
grade.1 With the exception of a few emergency changes brought 
about by sudden shifts in frunily fortune occurring during the 
decisions in regard to further schooling . How far present guid" 
ance services go in this direction is problematical . The con-
elusion would indicate that this highly important factor is 
slighted on a state-wide basis . 
A study of the per centage figures by areas given in 
Table 7 shows that the youth in the more heavily populated areas 
of Central Massachusetts and Suburban Boston are above the aver-
age in planning for continued training beyond high school . It 
is possible that this is due to a heavier concentration of insti r 
· tutions of higher learning in these areas . In terms of lessen-
ed costs it would seem that boys and girls from these two areas 
are able to make more realistic plans on a basis of the fact 
that it is possible in many cases to live at horne and commute 
to these institutions daily . No attempt has been made to deteri 
mine the effect which the recent advent of a publicly supported 
junior college in the suburban Boston area at Newton may have 
had on these figures. It is true that these figures bear out 
1 Ibid . D e 151 .. 
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the findings of the earlier survey.1 
In 1940 it was found that youth from intermediate sized 
cities and towns tended to carry out their original plans for 
. 2 
continued school1ng. 
Extent to which youth attend out-of-state schools.-~ The l 
question, "Is the school or college of your first choice loca te~ l 
in Massachusetts or out of state?" was included in the inquiry 
in an attempt to determine how many students attend educational 
institutions outside the state. 
In Table 8 it is seen that only 2,941 students, or 19 
educational institutions within the state and the findings of a 
previous Federal 3 survey. The former found that 82 per cent wer1 
lrbid., P• 140.-146. 
2 Ibid., p. 143. 
3Residence and Migration of College Students, United 
States Department of the Interior, Pamphlet No. 48, p. 15 and 
l======li=~passim_. 1932. 
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~ttending schools and colleges located within the Commonwealth, 
the latter found that 79 per cent stayed in Massachusetts. 
TABLE 8 
NUMBER AND P ERCENTAGE OF THO SE SELECTING INSTITUTI OI'JS 
OF HIGiillR LEARNING WITHI N AND WITHOUT THE STATE 
In Out Total 
Area Num- Per Num- Per ---r-:::- -Num- Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent 
-- - · 
l 281 63 . 2 163 36 . 8 444 100 
2 676 69 . 8 292 30 . 2 968 100 
3 395 78.6 107 21 . 4 502 100 
4 1090 82 .5 229 17.5 1319 100 
5 550 81 .6 124 18.4 674 100 
6 699 78.7 189 21 .3 888 100 
7 1124 80.2 277 19 .8 1401 100 
8 1728 77.7 497 22 .3 2225 100 
9 195 74.4 67 25.6 262 100 
10 535 80 .7 128 19 . 3 663 100 
ll 4753 84 .5 868 15 . 5 5611 100 
Total 12016 80.4 2941 19.6 14957 100 
-
This study shows that 80.4 per cent of the seniors 
c 
who 
showed a preference, i ndicated that they plan to attend an in-
stitution located within the boundaries of their home state. 
There was some question in 1940 concerning this extreme-
ly high correlation between the findings of the national and 
state study. On the basis of the present survey we can predict 
that planners for higher education in the state can be reason-
ably certain that , as shown by the two previous studies as well 
as the finding s of the present inquiry, the youth of Massachusetts 
prefer to attend institutions of higher learning within the state. 
Wh y schooling is discontinued.--Seniors were asked to 
indicate their 11 Reason for not expecting to continue schooling 
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beyond high school" by checking one of the reasons listed under 
the question. As shown in Table 9 the answers to this question 
indicate the continuance of the economic problem as a barrier 
to further training. The incidence of thos e indicating that 
they would not have sufficient funds to finance further educa-
tion exceeded that of any other reply. Insufficient funds was 
given a s a reason by 3,601 seniors. 
Need to go to work was given as a reason for not expect-
ing to continue their education by 3,187 students. There is no 
doubt that a continuance of education is an impossibility at 
present for many students who would be otherwise qualified. 
There is no way of predicting how many of these seniors will 
eventually study on a part-time evening basis. Fear of not beir k 
I 
accepted for entrance because of overcrowded conditions in scho1~s 
and colleges is a negligible factor as a reason for not expecti g 
to continue schooling, only 698 (4.5 per cent) gave this as a 
reason for not expecting to continue their education. 
Of negative significance is the fact that of the 24 1 063 
students who answered this questionnaire, only 1,324 or five 
per cent, indicated that they were not interested in any furthe! 
training. In the 1940 study it was found that 12.9 per cent ga'~ 
"no interest" as a reason for not attending a ·-school at least 
1 
on a part-time basis. There is some question of the similarity 
of the groups; nevertheless, they are fundamentally Massachu-
1 setts youth of a comparative age grouping. The significant fact 
i 
1rbid., P . 143. 
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TABLE 9 
REASONS FOR NOT E.t"'{FECTING TO CONTINUE 
I SCHOOLING BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL 
Area 
Reasons l -z -3 
- · 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ll Tota % 
Need to 119 191 78 217 112 177 23 7 500 55 140 1361 3187 20.J work 
School 126 230 116 188 139 191 237 533 65 17 5 1004 3004 19 . 
marks 
n o t 
hig h 
enough 
Do not 7 1 126 71 118 68 7 9 169 254 40 84 548 1628 10 .~ 
know 
what 
train-
ing 
would 
be best 
Crowded 29 44 14 69 27 40 55 135 8 29 248 698 04 . t 
condi -
tions 
in 
schools 
and 
colleges 
Expect 129 163 75 149 97 136 150 387 4 4 92 774 2196 l4 . C 
train-
ing 
on job 
Not 95 96 45 92 54 73 lll 235 33 60 430 1324 08 . 4 
inter-
ested 
in I further 
train .... 
ing 
Insuf- 136 280 149 313 148 175 286 694 90 2 05 1125 3601 23 . :: ficient 
funds 
Total 705 ll30 548 1146 6 45 871 1245 2'738 335 785 5489 15638 100 
-
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is that only a very few of our boys and girls in Massachusetts 
are uninterested in some type of training beyond secondary 
school. • 
In the same study 26.5 per cent of those interviewed 
gave 11 financial inability11 as a reason for not pursuing some 
course of instruction. This represented the largest single 
reason for not 
l only the 3 1 601 
\ reason in this 
continuing their education. Whether we consider 
students who gave 11 insufficient funds 11 as the 
study or consider the 3 1 187 students who stated 
that they had to go to work 1 we still have the economic factor 
overshadowing all other reasons. I 
II 
Interest in a two-year type of trainin__g. --Seniors were I' 
asked to reply to the statement, 11 If you would be interested in 
made1 
the I 
l one of the following programs of education provided it were 
!available by the state at lower than average cost, indicate 
I preferred program by circling the appropriate number.'' The gen- j 
eral statement given above was divided into two major parts, the 
first of which asked for an answer to the question of 
a two-year college course which would permit transfer 
institution for the last two years of the traditional 
attending 
to another ! 
four-year ! 
I 
I 
II 
! 
I 
at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst each year. It is 
apparent from a study of Table 10 that the total number of stu- 1 
dents, 4 1 854 who indicated an interest in a regional two-year 
Junior college course far exceeds the nmnber who can be accepted! 
__ 1 at Amherst. ____ _ 
l_ ___ _ 
I ---
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TABLE 10 
NUiVlBER AND PERCENTAGE OF THOSE WISHii~G A TWO-YEAR 
LIBERAL ARTS COURSE PERMITTING TRANSFER 
Yes No Blank Total 
Area Num- t'er Num- ,t>er Num - Per Num- Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
--
l 147 16.6 244 27 . 3 499 56.1 890 100 
2 340 21.9 375 24.2 831 53.9 1546 100 
3 159 19.3 179 21 . 6 490 49.1 828 100 
4 415 21.9 455 24.1 1027 54.0 1897 100 
5 188 17 . 8 248 23.4 623 58 . 8 1059 100 
6 283 19.5 258 17 . 7 910 62.8 1451 100 
7 420 19 . 3 406 18.7 1349 62 . 0 2175 100 
8 782 20.9 879 23 . 5 2084 55 . 6 3745 100 
9 101 22 . 8 141 31 . 8 201 45.4 443 100 
10 239 22.1 278 25 . 6 566 52 . 3 1083 100 
11 1780 19 . 9 2124 23 . 7 5042 56 . 4 8946 100 
Total 4,854 20 . 1 5,587 23.2 13,622 56.7 24 , 063 100 
It would seem from this that the Commonwealth is dis-
criminating against a large segment of its population who want 
an education in a state supported institution . On a basis of 
the total number who indicated a desire for at least two years 
of college training it would appear that there is ample justifi 
' 
ca tion for co nsidering seriously the e s tablishment of regional 
two-year courses . 
As is shown in Table 11 there is a larg e group of seniors 
who desire a technical-terminal training. A study of Table 11 
shows that there are 8 , 649 students who indicated an interest 
in a terminal type of training in a vocation. There were 4,854 
students who replied affirmatively to the previous question. A 
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~otal of 13,503 students show an interest in a type of training 
l ~hich is usually offered in a junior college program. 
Area 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
ll 
I 
\rotal 
I 
TABLE 11 
NUMBER INTERESTED IN A TWO-YEAR TERMINAL VOCATI ONAL 
EDUCATI ON I N THE I NDICATED MAJOR FIELDS 
Manufac-
Commer~ turing 
cial Mechani-
cal 
102 89 
247 132 
107 81 
284 187 
142 90 
202 143 
317 149 
633 353 
65 48 
166 91 
1277 748 
3 ' 542 2,111 
-
Home 
Econom-
ics 
Person~ Agricul~ Public To ta l 
al ture Service 
Service 
---~--------~--------~-------~-----
24 51 19 43 328 
43 68 26 46 562 
28 42 12 35 305 
82 117 41 90 801 
32 44 29 49 386 
45 34 24 46 494 
81 79 23 83 732 
122 152 59 148 1467 
20 19 14 33 199 
34 58 34 46 429 
283 252 107 279 2946 
·- ----- t----·· 
794 916 388 898 8,649 
-· -
- -· 
How many of these students would continue their educa-
ldon beyond the first two years of college is ~ question which 
cannot be answered at this time. It is not known how many would 
~ecide to change vocational objectives after entrance to a re-
~ional junior college. Nevertheless, there is a large number of 
,youth who would attempt to continue their education if opportuni 
l ies existed for obtaining the type of training they desire at a 
post which is within their economic reach. 
What is of greatest significance in this attempt to 
p.iscover what the youth of Massachusetts desire in planning for 
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a vocation is shown in Table 11. 
Commercial and mechanical courses of two years duration 
r epresent 50 per cent of the indicated types of courses desired 
~ n a two year terminal proe;ram . In the earlier survey1 it was 
if>ound that approximately 50 per cent of the students who planned 
to continue their education beyond high school hoped to enter a 
commercial or trade mechanical school. From this it is possible 
to conclude that authorities, in planning a terminal two-year 
type of course in regional centers, can base their decisions on 
an extremely sta~le educational objective on the part of Mass-
achusetts youth. 
Continued schooling in relation to costs.--The question, 
11 If the types of education mentioned in questions 7 and 8 were 
offered without tuition charges and with a chance to earn board ~nd room, would you answer questions 7 and 8 differently?'' was 
asl{ed in an effort to determi ne how many students would change 
their plans if no chare;es for higher education were included in 
the planning for the proposed regional centers. Questi ons 11 an 
12 were included as identical with the questions asked in seven 
and eight except for the proposed costs to the prospective stu-
dent . 
In the analysis of replies received in response to the 
same inquiry with "lower than average cost" changed to "without 
tuition charges 11 the study is not able to defi ne absolutely the 
~esults in terms of their economic significance to educational 
1Ibid.' p. 146. 
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~lanners. 
As shown in Tables 12 and 13 below there were 7 1 665 
l eniors who indicated that they would change their plans for 
Purther education if the economic barriers were lowered. 
TABLE 12 
THOSE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN A TUITI ON-FREE 
TWO-YEAR PROGRAM OF LIBERAL ARTS TRAINING 
Area 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
Total 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Number 
35 
111 
72 
146 
78 
101 
155 
327 
70 
95 
690 
1 J_ 880 
Table 13 shows the number of seniors who indicated that 
they would change their plans in favor of technical-terminal 
training if the economic impediment to continued training beyond 
~igh school is removed. 
The totals for Tables 12 and 13 taken together show that 
~ ,665 seniors would change their plans if education beyond high 
school were offered to them at no cost tuition cost. No conclu-
sions can be drawn from the totals in these two tables since 
there is no indication as to how many of those who are included 
in this group had already indicated an interest in some other 
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ype of training. 
TABLE 13 
THOSE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN A TUITION-FREE 
PROGRAM OF VOCATI ONAL TRAI NING 
Area Number 
1 • • • .• • • • • • • • • • • 201 
2 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 347 
3 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 197 
4 • . . . . • • . • . . . • • 454 
5 . . • . . • . . . • • . • . 240 
6 . • . • • . • . • . . . • • 315 
7 • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 477 
8 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 962 
L 9 139 II ·---------T--~-~-a-1 ___ : ___ : __ :__ :__ : ___ : __ :__ :__ : __ : __ : __ : __ : ___ : ___ 5--:~-~-:----------- -~ 
Adequacy of twelve~year training.-~The data presente d in 
:vhis chapter show that there has been an increase over the past .. , 
r ecade in the number of youth who feel that a twelfth grade edu-
cation is inadequate. At the same time it was also found that ~he demand f'or commercial and trade training has been stab l e. 
~he demands for these two types of education continue to outweig1 
l hat for al~ others. A large segment of our youth have some edu~ 
bational plans formulated as they enter the last months of secon~, ~ry schooling . Are the occupational plans of' these youth as we 1 
~ormulated? Chapter V will deal with this question. 
CHAPTER V 
OCCUPATIONAL PLANS AND PREFERENCES OF SENIORS 
IN MASSACHUSETTS HIGH SCHOOLS 
Introduction.--As mentio,ned in the previous chapter the 
occupational planning of youth is the concern of this chapter. 
~s shown in Chapter IV most graduates would like to continue 
their education beyond grade twelve. It was also seen that thei 
~ lans will be modified in the light of economic circumstances. 
Occupational plans of high school seniors.--The question 
"Have you selected the occupation you wish to enter when you 
finish high school or college? 11 was asked in an attempt to ascer • 
tain the number of seniors who had planned for their occupationa l 
future. Table 14 shows that 13 ,449 or 55.8 per cent indicated 
that they had formulated definite plans concerning the type of 
occupation they wished to enter. 
The survey of 1940 showed that 64.8 per cent of the yout1 
l in high school had received vocational advice. It is not the ob .. 
jective of this survey to discover the extent to which vocation-
al guidance has been increased in the past ten years. The study 
is concerned with the question of how many youth do have plans. 
As shown in Table 14 below 13,449 (55.8 per cent) of the 24,063 
seniors who replied to this inquiry stated that they had formu-
1 Ibi_d.. p. 181. 
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lated definite occupational plans. 
TABLE 14 
NUIVIBER AND PERCENTAGE WHO HAVE SELEC'I'ED THE 
OCCUPATION THEY WISH TO ENTER WHEN 
'I'l-IEY FINISH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE 
Yes No Uncertain Blank Total 
Area Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per Nurn- Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
--
1 505 56.7 132 14.8 199 22 . 4 54 6.1 890 100 
2 839 54 . 3 220 14.3 389 25 . 1 98 6.3 1546 100 
3 470 56 . 7 103 12.4 193 23 .3 62 7.6 828 100 
4 1103 58.2 216 12 . 4 450 23.7 128 6.7 1897 100 
5 542 51.2 161 15.2 269 25 .4 87 8.2 1059 100 
6 790 54.4 186 12.8 329 22 .. 7 146 10.1 1451 100 
7 1163 53.4 253 11.6 506 23.3 253 11.7 2175 100 
8 2178 58 .1 427 11.5 888 23.6 252 6.8 3745 100 
9 255 57.7 75 17.1 86 19.1 27 6 .1 443 100 
10 558 51.5 167 15.4 282 26.1 76 7.0 1083 100 
11 5046 56.4 1028 11.5 2168 24.3 704 7.8 8946 100 
Total 13449 55.8 2968 12.5 5759 23 .8 1887 7 . 9 24063 100 
-
'rhere were 8,727 (36.3 per cent) seniors who indica ted 
that they had no or uncertain occupational plans . 
Occupational choices.--The 1940 study found that almost 
a third of the graduates studied in 1938-39 had no occupational 
plans in their senior year . The total number of youth who indi-
cated an occupational preference in reply to the reque st, 11 Pleas3 
name the occupation you wish to enter" as shown in Table 15, wa~ 
16,564 in the present study. In addition, 2,545 seniors indicat d 
that they were undecided . This survey did not attempt to deter-
mine how realistic or on what information or thought these plans 
were based. 
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However, thought must be given youth who are graduating 
this year with no or uncertain occupational plans formulated. 
What becomes of them? Do they drift into whatever occupational 
opportunity presents itself? Do they seek vocational advice of 
a professional nature or is such advice made available? Does 
this relatively large group of boys and girls who leave high 
school with no future occupational plans , constitute an indic-
ment of present guidance services in our public schools? 
Whatever the eventual occupational adjestment made by 
these youth, there can be no question that our sch0ol authori~ 
ties need a reassessment of guidance services in Massachusetts 
schools. 
Classification of occuEations.--The various occupations 
which were indicated in response to the request, 11 Please name 
the occupation you wish to enter," were coded for tabulation ac· 
cording to major classifications of industries listed in the 
"Dictionary of Occupational Titles.'11 Since the Dictionary con-
tains 21,653 defined occupations and because the study is con-
cerned with the occupational prefe rences of Massachusetts youth 
the tabulation is based on types of industries and professions 
indigenous to the state. 
The study has as its primary objective, the determina-
tion of needs for types of higher education which will be most 
, accessible to the greatest number of high school graduates in 
1 Dictionary Of Occupational Titles , United States Employ-
l
ment Service, ~ureau of Employment Security, Federal Security 
Agency, Washington, D. C. United States Government Printing 
Of fice, 1939, 4 Parts. 
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the state. The classification used in Table 15, therefore, 
serves the purpose of indicating the types of training which 
could be practicably set up on a regional basis. Table 15 is 
arranged in frequency of mention of occupations by seniors. 
Table 15 
OCCUPATIONAL CHOICES OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
A&~NGED IN ORDER OF FREQUENCY 
OF SELECTION 
Types of Industries 
and Professions 
Clerical and Kindred. • • • • • • • • 
Occupations 
Medical Service • • • • • • • • ••• 
Professional Occupations ••••••• 
Education • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • 
Agriculture ••••••••••••• 
Airplane Industry • • • • • • • • • • 
Construction ••••••.•••••• 
Government Service ••.••••••• 
Electrical Industry • • • • • • • • • 
Telephone and Telegraph • • • • • 
Industry 
Amusement and Recreation ••••••• 
Chemical Industry • • • . • • • • • • 
Auto Se~vice. • • • • . • • • • • 
Retail Trade ••••••••••••• 
Machine Shop. • • • • • ••••• 
Radio Broadcasting •••••••••• 
Printing and Publishing • • • • . • • 
Druggists • • • . • • • . • • • • 
Personal Service ••••••••••• 
Radio Manufacture • • • • • • • • 
Dairy Products Industry • • • • . • • 
Hotel and Restaurant •••••.••• 
Banking • • • • • • 
Textile Industry •• 
Insurance • • • • • 
. . . . . 
• • • • 
. . . 
. . . . 
. . . 
. . . . 
Bal-cer y • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • 
Library • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Water Transportation ••••••••• 
Number 
4022 
2232 
1373 
1164 
431 
430 
419 
418 
391 
390 
340 
338 
316 
231 
216 
170 
167 
143 
98 
86 
60 
57 
49 
38 
37 
36 
22 
18 
51 
TABLE 15- - Continu ed 
I Types of 'Indus t r ies a nd Professions Number 
I 
Motor Transporta tion . • • • • • • • • 16 
Garment Industry . • • . 0 0 . . • . • 14 
Carpet and Ru g . • . 0 . . . . • • • • 14 
Jewelry • • • • . . . . . . • . . 0 . 12 
Light , Heat and 
I Power . . • . • 0 . . • • • • • . • 12 Woodworking Industry . • . • . . • • . 12 
Motion Pictures • . . . • • • • • • • 11 
Wholesale Trade • • • • • • • • . • • 10 
Cleaning Pressing 
and Dyeing • • . • . • . • . • . • 10 
Furniture Industry . • . . • . • • . . 9 
Model and Patternmaking . • • • • . • 9 
Boot and Shoe . • • • • • . • • • • • 7 
Railroad Transportation • . . • . • • 6 
Fishing • • . • • . . . • • • . . • . 5 
Paper and Pulp . • • • . • . • • • • • 5 
Hardware Industry . • . . . . • . • • 4 
Leather Manufacture • • . • • . • • • 4 
Office Machine 
Manufacture . • • • . • . • • . • • 3 
Chocolate and Cocoa • . • • . . . • • 3 
Firearms. • • • • • . • • • • . . • • 2 
Optical Goods . • • • • • • . . • . • 2 
Ship and Boat Rebuilding 
and Repa iring. • • • • • • • . • • 2 
Sporting and Athletic 
Goods Industry • • . • • • • • • • 2 
Clock and Watch • • . . . • • • . • • 1 
Iron and Stee 1. • . . • • • . • • . • 1 
Toys , Games and 
Playground Equipment . • • • • • • 1 
Wirework Industry • • • • . . • . • • 1 
Miscelll.aneous . • • • • • . • • • . . • 2695 
Total 16 , 564 
The indicated occupational preferences show that the 
four most popular choices{ clerical and kindred occupations , med 
I ical service , profe ss ional occupations and education) are in 
line with the stated pre f erences for higher education as shown 
I in Table 4 . 
.. 8 --'--n ll:·1 · ~-· '. 
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Clerical and kindred occupations.--As would be expected 
from the data of the prededing chapter we find the clerical and 
kindred occupations attracting the highest total . Table 15 sho s 
that 4,022 seniors who stated a preference, showed a desire to 
enter a clerical occupation. A study of the returns on an area 
lbasis given on pages 82 through 84 shows that this preference i 
consistent throughout the state . In every area it can be 1 seen 
that clerical work is desired by a large share of the youth who 
answered the inquiry . 
Medical service . --The next largest single group wanted 
to enter medical service as an occupation . In this group we 
have those who show a preference for nursing, medical technicia , 
and doctor as a career. This study has made no attempt to asse s 
the aptitudes and abilities of those who answered this question 
Water transportation . -·Massachusetts maintains a Mari-
time Academy for the purpose of training youth for careers at 
sea. Moreover, the Commonwealth has a rich tradition of sea-
faring . In addition Massachusetts ' deep sea fisheries provide 
a significant contribution to the economy of the state . Yet a 
study of Table 15 shows that only 25 students (18-transportatio , 
5 - fishing , 2 - boat building and repair) desired to enter a 
' sea~faring occupation. Is the state planning wisely in attempt 
ing to maintain a maritime academy in the face of such a demon-
stration of disinterest in a maritime career? It may be that 
authorities of the state may feel that the continuance of a mari 
time school is justified on a basis of sentiment . 
Perhaps it might be wise for educational authorities of 
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the state to consider a program of study designed to acquaint 
Massachusetts youth with the important part which the sea has 
played in our economy. On a basis of these returns it would 
seem that a reconsideration of the needs for maintenance of a 
separate school for nautical training is indicated. 
Telephone and t e legraph.--One of the largest single grou s 
specifying a particular industry is shown as p referring to ente 
the telephone and telegraph industry. In this group there were 
390 who named the American Telephone and Telegraph Company as a 
specific company with which they would like to begin their oc-
cupati onal ca reer. It is interesting to note that this Company 
a n d its a f filiated industries have had a well-develop ed personne 
program of recruitment and pla cement. 
Education.--One area where authorities admit a critical 
need of a conti nuing and growing nature is in the teaching p ro-
fession. The jump in births coupled with a loss of teachers to 
other p rofessions a nd industries during the past decade has bee1 
a matte r of gra ve concern to the entire nation. 
In spite of the excellent fac i lities which the state 
maintains as shown by a study of Tables 16 through 18, and in 
spite of the comparatively low cost of tuition at the se schools, 
we find that there are only 1,164 youth who indicated a prefer-
ence f or any type of teaching as an occupation. A comparison o 
this f i gure with that for last year's entering freshman class a 
the State Teachers' Colleges shows an almost perfect correlatio • 
There were 1,140 freshmen enrolle d in these schools on October 
1, 1947. In this inquiry we find that there are 1,164 seniors 
I 
54 
TABLE 16 
DATA ON FACULTIES AND DEGREES OF MASSACHUSETTS 
·, 
INSTITUTI ONS OF PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION 
·1 Institutions 
Number Degrees Granted Length of 
on .l:lachelor Ivlaster I Doctorate None Course in 
Faculty Years 
~ 6 4 5 
Teacher I 1 Colleges 205 X X 
-
... 
-
- X X 
Model and 
Practice 
Schools 96 
- -
- - - - - -
University 
of Massa-
chusetts 
Amherst 234 X X X X 
-
... X X 
Fort Devens 128 
- - -
X X 
- -
... 
Lowell 
Textile 
I Institute 58 X X 
-
... 
-
- X X 
New Bedford 
Textile 
Institute 17 
- - -
X X X 
-
.... 
Bradford 
Durfee 
Technical 
Institute 17 
-
.... 
- X 
-
- X 
-
Massachu-
setts 
Maritime 
I Academy 11 ... - -· X ... X - -
-- -· 
- 4 -- M 
-
- -- --
I 
I 
-
I 
I 
I' • e 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
TABLE 17 
STATISTICAL DATA CO NCERN I NG MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE TEACHERS COLLRGES 
-~ 
College Freshmen Dormitory College Per cent Per cent Per cent 
I Capacity Enroll- Utiliza - 'l'otal Enroll- Veterans Capacity Enroll - Utiliza-ment tion ment ment t ion ~ridgewater ·- ----- - '-- - ---- - -- 1--· 700 537 76.7 205 38 .2 30 227 302 133 ~ ' itchburg 400 438 109 . 5 148 33 . 8 48 120 170 141 I ramingham 550 469 85 . 3 159 33 . 9 3 260 281 108 01 ~owell 300 198 66.0 77 38.8 10 
-
... 
-
01 
{orth Adams 200 164 82 . 0 82 50 .0 31 90 33 36 
~alem 525 446 84 . 9 155 34.7 42 ... ... 
-
tlestfield 200 158 79 . 0 63 39.8 16 70 49 70 
r orcester 300 261 87 . 0 111 42 .5 25 
-
- -
.assachu-
~etts 400 504 126 .o 140 27 .7 28 .... 
-
... 
chool of 
t rt 
I --t-
- -·----1--------- -" -- -·---·---·----
II Total 3575 3175 88 . 8 1140 35.9 233 767 .. _ 835 108 
--- -'-:::: ::_;:._---:::~ - ---· .. ---···---· ·· --- .. -.... ~--· 
-:::-:- ::...::-:::.~=-==-.. .. 
_ , ......_ ....._.._ .. ~- -----···-·· -·-
I 
I 
i 
e e 
TABLE 18 
STATISTICAL DATA CO NCgRNI NG MASSACHUSETTS I NSTITUTI ONS OF PUBLI C HI GHER 
LEARNI NG OTHER THAN STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES 
--
School Freshmen Dormitory 
nstitution Percent Per cent Per cent 
Capacity Enroll- Utiliza- Total Enroll- Veterans Capacity Enrol l - Utiliza-
ment tion ment ment tion 
~· . - -
. 
~niversity I 
1 
f Massa-
~~~~!~" 2400 2275 94.7 415 18.0 36 1200 1450 120 . 0 rt Devens 1763 487 1427 
well 
xtile 400 484 121.0 170 35 .0 116 
- - -
(J1 
J nstitute 
(J) 
I 
~ew Bedford 
T'exti 1e 165 246 149.0 102 41 .4 52 ... .... 
- I nstitute 
~radford 
burfee 
~echnical 220 238 108 . 0 109 45.8 46 
- - -
f nstitute I 
. ~ 
~assachu-~etts Mari-
200 196 98.0 53 27.0 15 200 196 98 . 0 ~ime Aca d-
my 
··- 1---· 
II Total 3385 5156 114.14 1336 32.45 752 1400 3073 109 . 0 
-I . -i 
I 
'I 
,, 
II 
II 
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who are inter'ested in teaching as a career. As pointed out in 
Chapter III , these colleges are operating at only 88.8 per cent 
of capacity at a time when other schools and 
state are struggling to find room to accept the numbers of 
cants who seek admittance. 
There is a solemn warning of grave import in the figure 
l for this occupation. It must be remembered that many of the bo~s 
and girls who answered this question did so by indicating a de-
sire to teach subjects for which training is not given at teach 
ers' colleges . 
Compari~~E of type of occ~Ea tioE_by ar~as .--Is there a I 
significant variation in types of occupations in the rural area I 
l as compared with the more heavily industrialized areas? A stud' 
I 
of pages 82 through 84 of the Appendix shows that the relative 
popularity of occupational choice remains constant from the 
rural areas of remote Western Massachusetts to the concentrated 
manufacturing areas of the Eastern part of the state. I 
In Area 1 comprising small towns in the rural Berkshire II 
I I the percentagP. of youth wanting to enter clerical work is 15.2 
I 
per cent _. In Area 11 the same comparison shows that 18.2 per 
cent wanted to enter a clerical career. In both instances thes 
seniors constituted the largest single group indicating a choic 1 
I of career . 
For medical services in Area 1 we have 11.1 per cent 
indicated that they wished to enter that type of occupation. 
Area 11 - 8 .2 per cent. In both cases medical services are 
second most o ular choice. 
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Professional services other than medicine showed a sim-
ilar popularity of choice regardless of the type of area from 
which the replies came. In this case youth from Area 1 who 
wanted to enter the professions constituted 5.9 per cent. In 
Area 11 there were 5.7 per cent who indicate a wish to enter 
the professions . 
There is probably no real difference between the desire 
of youth coming from small rural high schools and youth coming 
from large high schools in heavily industrialized areas. 
Apparently, occupational choices for high school gradu-
ates in Massachusetts at present are not based upon a careful 
survey of existing opportunities in the community but rather on 
a sentimental or attitudinal selection based on a desire on the 
part of the majority to attain to a higher level of social ac-
ceptance in the hierarchy of job classes. 
Summary.-~In this inquiry an attempt has been made to 
determine the needs of the youth of the Commonwealth as they 
have been expressed, in two ways. The previous chapter was an 
attempt to find the educational desires and the causes for non~ 
fulfillment of these plans. In this chapter the occupational 
wishes of high school graduates have been considered. 
It is evident from a study of the accompanying data tha 
there is no significant differences between the desires and pro 
blems of' youth from rural areas and youth from urban sections. 
Throughout it has been noticed that the types of training and 
types of careers desired remain constant regardless of geogra-
phical distribution. Further it is seen that the desires and 
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problems have remained constant over a turbulent decade in whict 
two significant economic dislocations have occurred. 
The following chapter will consider the conclusions and 
recommendations to be drawn from these observations. 
/ 
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIO NS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summar~ of findings.--In the first chapter the objec-
tives of this thesis were set forth. In this chapter an attemp 
I 
will be made to summarize and indicate the implications of the I 
results obtained. 
It was stated in Chapter I that a primary objective of 
this study was to gather mate~ial of a factual nature which 
would assist the Commission studying the problems of higher edu· 
cati on in Massachusetts in the formulation of its recommenda-
tions to the General Court. 
Financial difficulties appear to be a major factor in 
preventing Massachusetts youth from continuing their education 
beyond high school. 
Of those who indicated that they planned t o continue 
t:heir training beyond high schoo l , the greatest number 4, 39 6 
(Table 4) indicated that they wished to pursue a course of busi» 
ness training. I 
A total of 4,854 (Table 10) were inter ested in attendin€' 
a t wo-year regional college course permitting transfer for more 
specialized training. I 
Of the 8,649 seniors who indicated an interest in a two .. 1 
year re gio nal training program of a terminal nature 3,542 were 
interested in commerc i al training. (Table ll). 
60 
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A question, the answer to which is pertinent to the Com~ 
inquiry into the feasibili t;y of establishing regional I ·mission 's 
colleges~ was concerned with the number of students who showed 
an interest in a regional type of training which would be of a 
terminal type or would permit transfer to another institution 
for further training. The replies to this question indicated 
that there are sufficient numbers of students graduating who 
would be interested in such a type of training. For both types 
(transfer and terminal) 13~503 seniors indicated a desire to 
continue training at a regional type of institute. (Tables 10 
and 11). 
Conclusions.--Present facilities for higher education ir 
Massachusetts are inadequate to care for Massachusetts youth whc 
desire to continue their education beyond high school. Present 
plans for the University of Massachusetts at Amherst call for a 
1 
maximum enrollment of 800 freshmen each year. 
The economic problem as it relates to continuing their 
training is of major importance to a large segment of our Massa· 
chusetts youth graduating from high school in 1948. 
The establishment of a system of regional two-year in-
stitutions of higher learning should be given serious and sym-
pathetic consideration by the Commission. 
A high percentage (36.3 per cent) of seniors who repliec 
to this inquiry reach the last semester of their senior year 
I 
I 
with no or very uncertain occupational plans formula ted (Table 1~). 
1Report of the Acting President, (Amherst: The Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, 1948) pp. ·5-7. 
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Recommendations.•-A study based on this survey should 
be undertaken with a view to evaluating the significance of the 
expressed desires of Massachusetts seniors concerning education ! 
beyond high school. In addition the study should seek to deter ~ 
mine the stability and reality of occupational preferences show t 
by seniors. 
I 
~ 
I 
I 
I 
I t= 
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APPENDIX I 
A COMPARISON OF RETURNS FROM FOUR 
SELECTED HIGH SCHOOLS 
Qualitative aE-alys_!_s __ of~£lies fr_2__Il! .. f<?~-_E~p~m~x_ se.=_ 
I lected schools . --In order to justify the conclusions based on 
the returns to the inquiry , the replies from four towns were 
withheld from the tabulation and analyzed manually . The selec-
tion was a r a ndom one within the population grouping of the 
schools represented . 
'I The four schools selected represent student enrollments 
' of: 
A • Over 1 , 000 
B. Over 500 and under 1,000 
c . Over 100 and under 500 
D. Under 100 
In the following analysis the schools will be designate 
by the letters given above . 
School "A" is located in a large Greater Boston Communi- ~ 
l ty. I I School 11 B11 is located in a Central Massachusetts town in l 
I I which the chief indus try j _ s textile manufacturing . During the 
I 
Jperiod 1929-36 the town was in constant danger of bankruptcy 
I because of loss of manufacturing and subsequent swelling of re-
lief rolls . During the latest war there was an upsurge of in- I 
dustry which has brought with it a corresponding increase of in• 
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dividual prosperity. The population of the town is heavily for 
eign born and first generation citizenry. 
School "c" is located in a weal thy residential suburban 
community near Boston. 
from the British Isles. 
are gr aduates of public 
institutes. 
The population is predominately derived 
Most of the parents in this community I 
and private secondary and collegiate I 
School 11 D11 is a rural community in which the population 
i s predominately descended from emigrants from the British Isle I. 
::::::~a::s~he principal occupation of the greatest number of I 
The figures given for these schools are not inc luded in II 
the returns as tabulated by the International Business Machine I 
Service Bureau in order to determine whether the trends in these 
four returns follow the trends throughout the state. When these 
by actual count 24,878. 
Interest in post high school edu·cation.~-"would you likel 
to continue your schooling beyond high school?'' In Table 19 it 
can be seen that an average of 65.8 per cent of these seniors 
want to continue their education. For the state as a whole the 
average was 66.9 per cent (Table 3). It should also be recalled 
that the 1940 study showed that 65 per cent of the seniors de-
l 
sired to continue the i r training. 
li-- ---- ------- ------·-------- --- - - - ----- - ---- ------
----~• 1 pp • 143-148 e 
I 
II 
II 
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TABLE 19 
COMPARI SON OF RETURNS FROM FOUR SELE.CTED HIGH 
SCHOO LS SHOWI NG NUMBER AND PERCEN1'AGE WHO 
WOULD LI KE TO CONTINUE SCHOOLING 
Yes No Uncertain Total 
School Num- Per Nurn- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent 
. . 
School A 321 56 .o 135 24.0 92 20.0 548 100 
School B 80 68 . 9 12 10.3 24 20 .6 116 100 
School c 29 85 . 2 2 6.0 3 8.8 34 100 
School D 9 52 . 9 6 35 .3 2 11 .7 17 100 
Total 439 65.8 155 18 .9 121 15.4 715 100 
The observation which can be made from Table 19 that 
p lanning for continued education is more of a certainty in the 
graduating class of school 11 c" . This bears out Bell's ob s erva-
tions in the Maryla n d youth study. Family economic standing is 
a significant factor in determining the future plans of gradu-
ates . 1 As stated above the graduates of school 11 C11 come from 
homes wi th a higher average income than any of the others in 
this analysis . 
Per cent o f those who would like to continue trainin£ 
but are f i nancially unable to do so.--In Table 20 the same trenc 
is noted for those who find an economic barrier to continued 
schooling in this group as compared with the fi gures for the 
entire state . It will be recalled tha t approximately one-third 
1 Ball, op. cit ., p . 92 . 
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of the seniors were faced with an economic impediment to their 
desire for further education . The average per cent for the foul 
schools as shown in Table 20 is 26.4. What is most important i j 
the spread shown between the graduates of School "D" as comparee 
with School "c". 
TABLE 20 
COMPARISON OF RETURNS FROM FOUR SELECTED HIGH SCHOOLS 
SHOWI NG NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE WHO WOULD LIKE 
TO CONTINUE SCHOOLING BUT ARE 
FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO DO so
7
'" 
School Number Per cent 
School A 118 28.5 
School H 17 16.4 
' School c 2 6.2 
School D 6 54.5 
Total 143 26.4 
*Based on those replying "yes" or 11 uncertain11 to question 2. 
Continuation of schooling presents no problem to most of 
the seniors in School 11 C" • It should be kept in mind , however, 
that the students in thi s school come from homes in which t h e 
yearly income is well above the na tional average at prese nt. It 
is also true as is the case with School 11 A11 that these students 
are within easy and inexp ensive commuting distance of some of 
t h e nation's outstan ding schools, colleges and universities. 
Even with this latter advantage, howeve r, it is apparently im-
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possible f or more than one-four th of the seniors in School 11 A11 
!who would like further training to plan to continue their educa 
tion because of lack of funds. 
The situation in School "D" is entirely different from 
the other three schools. Here is an isolate d rural community 
fo r most of these s e niors who wish to continue their education. 
School "B" is within easy and inexpensive commuting dis 
tance of an educational center in which are found a great liber 
arts college, a school Qf engineering, a junior college and a 
well known business school. With all these opportunities, the 
cost of tuition is apparently greater than many of its graduate 
can afford. 
Choice of school.--A comparison of the figures from 
School "B" and School 11 C11 that the economic standing of the 
family determines a wider r a nge of choices for the individual 
I . I sen1or. 
I 
Table 21 below gives the choices for Schools "B" and n 11 • 
Students graduating from School "C" showed a heavy pre- ' 
J ference for a liberal arts education of 
1
1 
their replies to the inquiry concerning 
four years duration. I 
their vocational choice J 
I 
I 
they showed a corresponding tendency to postpone their choice o 
a career. 
A study of Table 21 shows that while are a trends hold, 
nevertheless students in individual schools differ in choices . 
enter. 
Of the 27 seniors in School 11 C11 who indicated a prefer-
ence in reply to question three, 14 expressed a desire for a 
four-year non-vocational type of training in a college. Busine s 
training claimed the next highest group with six wanting a com ... 
m~rcial training of less than four years duration. 
In School "B" , on the other hand, only six out of 97 
who indicated a choice of school wanted a liberal arts type of 1 
training . An additional seven wished to graduate as engineers, ! 
II 
. whereas in School '•c" engineering failed to attract any student ; • 
me= 
TABLE 21 
COMPARISON OF RETURNS FROM TWO HIGH SCHOOLS SHOWING 
EDUCATIONAL CHOICES FOR EACH INSTITUTION 
: =- : .  iTc'r Type of School "B'' School 
-
Training Number Per cent: _l'i_umoer _!'er cen1:, 
Trade School 13 13.4 1 3.8 
Teachers College 9 9.2 4 14.7 
Junior College 2 2.1 1 3.8 
School of Nursing 18 18.5 1 3.7 
Liberal Arts College 6 6.2 10 37.0 
Engineering College 7 7 . 2 0 oo.o 
Business School 29 29 . 9 
' 
6 22.2 
Agriculture School 3 3 . 1 0 oo.o 
Other Vocational School 10 10 .4 4 14.8 (Mus ic, Art , Mo deling,) 
Hairdressing 
27=t=loo.o Total 97 100 . 0 
. 
Occupational plans.--In :School "c" 55.5 per cent or 
the 34 students have occupational plans as compared with 
i 
20 II 
83 . ' 
70 
per cent or 97 of the 116 students in School 11 B". In addition, 
the students in School 11 B11 showed a marked preference for cleri-
cal and trade occupations as opposed to executive and profession~ 
,al careers, as shown in Table 22 . 
TABLE 22 
A COMPARI SO N OF OCCUPATIONAL CHOICES FOR 
TWO SELECTED HIGH SCHOOLS 
School 11 B11 School 11 C" 
116 Seniors 34 Seniors 
Occupation Num• Per Occupation Num.,. Per 
ber cent ber cent 
Clerk 32 32 . 9 0 Teaching 4 20 . 00 
Nurse 14 14 . 40 Clerk 4 20.00 
Auto Repair 7 7 . 21 Business 
Hairdresser 4 4 . 11 Executive 2 10.00 
Engineer 4 4.11 Insurance l 5.00 
Musician 4 4 . 11 Doctor l 5 . 00 
Carpenter 3 3 . 10 Psychologist l 5 . 00 
Draftsman 3 3.10 Officer Merchant 
Commercial Artist 3 3.10 Marine 1 5 . 00 
Athletic Coach 3 3 . 10 Nurse l 5 . 00 
Machinist 2 2.10 Chemist 1 5.00 
Medical Photography 1 5 . 00 
Technician 2 2 . 10 Drafting 1 5 . 00 
Journalism 2 2 . 10 Radio ·Broadcasting 1 5.00 
Fashion Designer 2 2 . 10 Ministry 1 5 . 00 
Construction 1 1 . 03 
Printing 1 1 . 03 
Florist 1 1 . 03 
Farmer 1 1.03 
Bacteriologist 1 1 . 03 
I Store Manager 1 1 . 03 Textile Worker 1 1 . 03 
Teacher 1 1 . 03 
I Airline Hostess 1 1.03 Navy 1 1 . 03 
Dentist 1 1 . 03 
Doctor 1 1 . 03 
Total 97 100 .0 - 20 100. 00 
,___._ 
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The f ollowing classi f ications as shown in Table 23 indi~ 
ca t e for School 11 B11 57 students wishing to enter a trade occupa.J 
tion as compared with 6 students in School "C''. 
TABLE 23 
A COMPARISON OF VOCATI ONAL CHOICES IN 
TWO SCHOOLS 
School "B" 
Clerk 
Carpenter 
Auto Repair 
Hairdresser 
Draftsman 
Machinist 
Construction 
Printer 
Florist 
Farmer 
Textile 
Worker 
Total 
32 
3 
7 
4 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
57 
School "c" 
Clerk 
Photographer 
Draftsman 
4 
1 
1 
6 
It is also seen from Table 23 that the clerical occupa-
tions are the most popular choice for boys and girls of the two 
schools. 
From this study of these four schools it can be conclude~ 
that in general the trends for the state as a whole are borne ou ~ 
by a n individual analysis of the returns from these towns. 
API:'ENlJIX II 
Figure 1 
INQUIRY FORM FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
CONCERNING POST HIGH SCHOOL PLANS . 
Indicate answers by circling the appropriate choice 
1. Name of Tow • ._ _________ . ____________ Sex: M 
2. Would you like to continue your schooling beyond high school? 
F 
(1) Yes (2) No. (3) Uncertain 
3. If you do wish to continue your schooling beyond high school indicate the kind of institution you prefer 
and then.umber of years you plan to attend it: 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 
(9) 
Trade School (Radio Repair, Photography, Printing, etc.) 
Teachers college or school of education 
Junior college 
School of nursing 
Liberal arts college (Bates, Amherst, Harvard, Holy Cross, etc.) 
Engineering school or college 
Business school or college 
Agricultural school 
Other vocational school 
4. Have you decided on the particular school or college you wish to attend? 
Encircle Years 
1 2 
1 2 3 4 
1 2 
1 2 
1 2 
1 2 
1 2 
1 2 
1 2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
(1) Yes (2) No. (3) Uncertain 
5. Is the school or college of your first choice located in Massachusetts or out of the State? 
(1) In Massachusetts (2) Out of the state 
5 
6. If you do not expect to continue your schooling beyond high school, circle your reasons below. More than 
one reasonmay be indicated. 
(1) Need to go to work 
(2) Sahool marks not high enough 
(3) Do not know what training would be best 
(4) Too little chance of being accepted because of crowded conditions in schools and colleges 
(5) Expect to get training on the job 
(6) Not interested in further training 
(7) Insufficient funds to finance further education 
If you would be interested in one of the following programs of education provided it were made available by the 
State at lower than average cost, indicate the preferred program by circling the appropriate number. 
7. A two year Liberal Arts education which would permit transfer to the University of Massachusetts, or 
another institution at the beginning of the junior year. 
(1) Yes (2) No 
8. A two-year program of vocational education and training in 
(1) Commercial (stenographer, bookkeeper, sales, etc.) 
(2) Manufacturing and Mechanical (Supervision, maintenance of plants, drafting, foreman, printing, 
electricity, etc.) 
(3) Home economics (Dietician, decorator, etc.) 
(4) Personal service (Practical nurse, dental technician, etc.) 
(5) Agriculture (farmer, fruit grower, 4-H supervisor, etc.) 
(6) Public service (library aid, auto mechanic, amusement and recreation, etc.) 
9. Have you selected the occupation you wish to enter when you finish school or college? 
(1) Yes (2) No. (3? Uncertain 
10. Please name the occupation you wish to enter. 
If the types of education mentioned in questions 7 and 8 were offered without tuition charges and with a chance to 
earn board and room, would you answer questions 7 and 8 differently. If so indicate below. 
11. A two-year Liberal Arts education which would permit transfer. 
12. A two-year program of vocational education and training in 
(1) Commercial (4) Personal service 
(2) Manufacturing and Mechanical (5) Agriculture 
(3) Home economics (6) Public service 
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APPENDIX III 
Figure 2 
Directions for .:..nsHering 
lo Every atteuot should be Jaade on the :part of the person ,qdninistering 
the questionnA.ire to notivate the seniors to the vit<1l p "lr t their ind.icBted 
·choices DA.Y plA.;:r in :i,.nfluencin.g the type and locA.tion of training cent e rs 
'tlhich will be reco1,1mended by the Recess Co 1:1Dis s ion and the conseq_uent 
effect such a "l')rograr.1 r.1ay have on their o1.m future ed.ucP.tional and 
occupationA.l careers • . 
2. The proposed program is not intended to start at some rer.1ote date in 
the future~ but ~ather in Septer.11Jer of 194S., 
3~ The reason for the inclusion of two sicilA.r questions i s to deterr.1ine 
the nwnb er of students for ,,rhom some fin,mcial provision sl:c.u.ld be DRde 
and to assist the Comoission in the determination of tuition ancl_ other 
costs if any. 
4. In question #6 it m~ be that sevPral different reasons enter into a 
student l s indicA.tion that he 1.·Jill not continue his schooling 'beyond high 
school~ If so, have th e student indic"l.te the severA.l choices. 
(For exaople ; In this question, items 1, 2~ 3, 7 may A.ll be 
encircled as re11.sons for not ~lanning on a continuance of training 
"beyond high school. Other comb"in"!.tions could be eo.ually valid.) 
5Q In Question #7 Rnd 7~G it is expected t ha t both genc:ral and vocational 
education \,Till oe cons .dered f er incLusion in ;:;tn HXD'lild.ed higher education 
program. ConsiderPtion is being g ivsa to P Dll'ill of rer;ion.ql institutions 
which will enibody both '·l e;eneral colleg e nrcg:.'au .<~no, a voca.ti onal program. 
The <>nswers to tbAse qt~.e stions 'rlill .:mabie the Cor,uission to anticipate 
the types of training to be offered at the regional centers. 
It is anticipated that for these students in attendance on a basis 
of eventual transfer to the University or other institutions full 
accreditation will be given. 
6. In answering q_uesti - #3, the question has explAAA.tory remR.rks along-
side. These are only a few of the occu"!lations covered. The person 
adr.1inistering the questionnaire will be able in nost cases to decide 
under 1t1hich major vocational heading the student 1 s choice should be 
indicated. 
7" In certain cases students may need. to consult with their narents or 
guardians before answering. In such cases they may tR}:e the - questionnaires 
home and return them the next dayo 
S. It is anticipRted that this questionnaire will not serve every individual 
situation. If there is some item which should be noted, ulease feel free 
to have the student indicate his situation on the reverse side of the 
questionnaire. 
9. It is realized thAt not every special n eed of every student can be met, 
but preliminary trial has sho1m that student resuonses fall \·Tithin a patb;r<n 
\·Jhich mAkes a nlan for expAnsion of facilities feasib l.e~ However, student-s 
should be c 3Ut ioned that this questionp.aire is not a guar~mtee that 
expansion -vrill take plRce, but is ·simply one of .<~. nu.mbeT of items \'!hich 
will assist the OoQmiss:iop. ip. making its recomraendation .. 
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APPENDIX IV 
Figure 3 
N.ASS.ACHUS;I;TTS SCHOOL SUP~;HI FT::;:t :D~l TS 1 ASSOCI.ATIOIJ 
POLICIES COI1LI TTEE 
January 23, 1948 
Dear Su pe rintendent: 
The enclosed cp e st i cnmai ro s, the info ·ma ti 0~1 f r on VI hi ch 
is to be wade available to tlle ~:e cess Cmnrriss ion vJhi ch i s at pr esent 
study:lng the pro1Jl em of h i e;he r educat i on in Iiassachuse tt s , are dire c ted to 
r.ll present--high school senio1· s . It i s nece ssary t hat--the completed 
questionnaires be r e turned as s oon as possible i n orde r tha t the in-
forma ti on may b o made available to the Commission before February 6 . 
The Ili : ~h Schoo l Princ i pa l s Asso~iation has a lready been 
made acqua i nted ui t h the fact that such a questi on"-"l9.i J~e i s E;oing out to 
a ll the hi ;:h schoo ls in the state "and voted endo rsement at the1r annua l 
convention on January 10 . A return l e.b a l i s i n c luded for ;your convenience . 
Your cooperc:.tion in this ma tter wi ll be of great value to 
the students of Ma ssachusetts . 
CliPS : jf/1 
Enclosures 
You:r-s very t r u l y , · 
Carl H. Po)· ter - Shirley 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX V 
Figure 4 
AREAS FOR TABULATION BASED ON AN EFFECTI VE 
COMMUTING RADIUS OF THIRTY MILES 
Iii=============================================== 
11 Area #1 
II Adams .Great Barrington 
1 North Adams 
Will iamstown 
I Lee 
1
1
nal ton 
Lenox 
Stockbridge 
Huntington 
Chester 
.Charlmont 
jPi ttsfield 
IArea .J'f(2 I 7 
!
!West Springfield 
Middleboro 
jAgawam 
!
!Springfield 
!Holyoke 
!Chicopee jwestfield 
jsheffield 
II New Marlboro 
jArea #3 
ljAthol tWinchendon 
'/Fitchburg 
!Leominster 
Gardner 
!Templeton 
liAyer 
I 1Barre 
'Pepperell 
Lunenberg 
JTownsend .....=...::;...~::,.__ - ====-- =-.....=:=..:=:-
Area #3 (cont . ) 
Ashby 
Princeton 
Area #4 
Southbridge 
Webster 
Clinton 
Northbridge 
Hudson 
Shrewsbury 
Grafton 
Milbury 
Spencer 
Leicester 
Oxford 
Blackstone 
Holden 
Warren 
North Brookfield 
Lancaster 
Sutton 
Douglas 
Charlton 
Northboro 
Rutland 
Hardwick 
w. Boylston 
Brookfield 
Brimfield 
Area #5 
Framingham 
Milford 
We :tJ:.esley 
Natick 
Franklin 
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Area #5 (cont.) 
Maynard 
Westborough 
Weston 
Wayland 
Westwood 
Medway 
Hopedale 
Holliston 
Bellingham 
Hopkinton 
Ashland 
Millis 
s6uthboro 
Sudbury 
Dover 
Mendon 
Sherborn 
Area #6 
Winthrop 
Saugus 
Danvers 
Marblehead 
Swampscott 
Ipswich 
Lynn 
Salem 
Beverly 
Gloucester 
Peabody 
Rockport 
Manchester 
Burlington 
Groveland 
West Newbury 
Topsfield 
I 
jl 
~1 
'i 
I 
II 
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=========#.====================================================~-=~===-=====~====-=-=-~ 
Area #7 
Methuen 
Wakefield 
Winchester 
Andover 
Reading 
Amesbury 
Stoneham 
Chelmsford 
Billerica 
North Andover 
Dracut 
Tewksbury 
Lowell 
Lawrence 
Haverhill 
Woburn 
Newburyport 
Westford 
Acton 
Groton 
Merrimac 
Georgetown 
Harvard 
Littleton 
Stow 
Area #8 
Milton 
Braintree 
Norwood 
Plymouth 
Fairhaven 
Attleboro 
Dartmouth 
Bridgewater 
Stoughton 
Rockland 
Hingham 
Whitman 
Randolph 
Walpole 
Mansfield 
Canton 
Foxboro 
Somerset 
Abington 
Easton 
Fall River 
I New Bedford Brockton 
Ar~a //8 (cant.) 
Taunton 
Attleboro 
Swansea 
Wrentham 
Medfield 
Westport 
Scituate 
E. Bridgewater 
Sharon 
Holbrook 
w. Bridgewater 
Cohasset 
Norton 
Dighton 
Hanover 
Kingston 
Marshfield 
Duxbury 
Avon 
Hamilton 
Norwell 
Plainville 
Area #9 
Barnstable 
Falmouth 
Wareham 
Provincetown 
Nantucket 
Bourne 
Harwich 
Yarmouth 
Chatham 
Tisbury 
Pembroke 
Oak Bluffs 
Orleans 
Edgartown 
Sandwich 
Wellfleet 
Area #10 
Greenfield 
Easthampton 
Palmer 
Ludlow 
Montague 
Ware 
South Hadley 
Area #10 (cant.) 
Amherst 
Orange 
Monson 
Northampton 
Belchertown 
Deerfield 
Hadley 
Hatfield 
Northfield 
Williamsburg 
Shelborne 
Bernardston 
Petersham 
Ashfield 
New Salem 
Area #11 
Brookline 
Arlington 
Watertown 
Belmont 
Weymouth 
Dedham 
Lexington 
Needham 
Concord 
Boston 
Cambridge 
Somerville 
Quincy 
Newton 
Medford 
Malden 
Everett 
Chelsea 
Waltham 
Revere 
Melrose 
Wilmington 
I 
I 
lj 
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APPENDIX VI 
Figure 5 
ANSWERS TO THE INQUIRY CONCERNING THE KIND 
AND DURATION OF SCHOOLING DESIRED , 
ARRANGED BY AREAS 
The following pages are devoted to a detailed report of 
the rep l ies which were tabulated for the inquiry concerning the 
type and duration of schooling desire d by Massachusetts youth. 
The totals based on these returns were given previously in 
Table 4 of Chapter IV . 
AREA TABULATION 
KIND AND DURATION OF SCHOOLING DESIRED 
AREA l 
Ye a rs 
School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Trade 7 41 1 1 50 
Teachers College 3 3 36 42 
Junior College 1 20 21 
School of Nursing 5 3 54 10 3 75 
Liberal Arts College 4 8 95 3 110 
Engineering School 10 1 50 1 62 
Business School 30 56 3 14 103 
Agriculture 3 11 1 6 1 22 
Other 18 38 8 36 2 102 
Blanks 304 304 
Total 304 64 186 79 248 10 890 
===~=· ==========~~============~==~--
' 77 I 
78 
-
AREA 2 
Years 
School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Trade 30 51 0 1 0 82 
Teachers College 1 10 1 70 0 82 
Junior College 10 60 1 0 0 71 
School of Nursing 4 6 86 11 6 113 
Liberal Arts College 2 15 7 185 2 211 
Eng ineering School 1 15 15 97 2 130 
Bus i ness School 39 119 6 68 0 232 
Agr i cul t ure 0 25 1 9 0 35 
Othe r 29 64 16 49 4 162 
Blanks 428 428 
Total 4:Z8 116 365 113 490 14 1546 
AREA 3 I 
Yea r s 
School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Trade 12 57 1 0 0 
--
70 
Teachers College 1 8 0 28 0 37 
Junio r College 0 25 0 0 0 25 I 
School of Nursing 3 3 6 5 4 11 86 
Liberal Arts College 3 9 83 1 1 97 
Enginee r i ng School 0 3 5 28 0 36 
Business School 18 65 7 29 1 120 
Agricul t ure 0 10 0 7 0 17 
Other 28 47 14 20 0 109 
Blanks 231 231 
Total 231 65 227 175 117 13 828 
I AREA 4 
Years 
School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Trade 22 122 0 0 0 144 
Teachers Co l lege 0 7 1 96 0 104 
Junior College 12 84 0 4 0 100 
School of Nurs i ng 10 8 135 18 9 180 
Liberal Ar ts College 4 15 4 248 4 275 
Engineeri ng School 1 3 0 5 130 5 171 
Bus iness School 75 155 19 56 0 305 
~~h~~ulture 3b 23 lg ~~ & ~~~ '<i_0-'7_ 81 
- &-1R..nk£ 
Tota l 397 157 525 177 621 20 1897 
I ' 
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AREA 5 
F - ; -~=::~:======~==~·-=··-=- - ~~ ~~~~========~==========·-==··=- ====-,~- -=-~ Years --- 111 
------~S~c~h~o~o~l--------~~1~ 2 3 --~-4~ __ 5__ +-------~T~ot~l__ ____ ___, 
24 49 o o o 73 1, Trade 
Teachers College 
Junior College 
School of Nursing 
!
Liberal Arts College 
Engineering School 
Business School 
Agricul t ure 
Other 
Blanks 284 
-r_rc,-ta:r ~ 84 
0 5 4 48 0 57 II 
5 48 o o o 53 I 
7 1 53 9 1 71 
1 3 1 139 0 144 I 
1 4 5 52 6 68 
43 90 7 29 1 170 
3 17 1 3 0 24 
31 33 25 24 2 115 
284 
TibLE~.'!. ~_6 <>~4 wo _,:::=_~==- ll 
AREA 6 
_ __ _ _ _ __;;._;:= ;;;. 
== ========r===r=== =====-=--==-·------
I Years 
J _______ s_c_h_o_o _  l ________ +---1+---2+---3+-__ 4~-~5 _________ _ Total --1 
Trade 21 65 1 1 0 88 ~-~ 
Teachers College 0 5 2 60 1 68 I 
Junior College 4 46 0 0 0 50 
School of Nursing 4 12 59 7 9 91 1 
Liberal Arts College 1 15 5 156 3 180 1
1
: 
Engineering School 0 16 7 · 94 9 126 
Business School 47 144 9 53 0 2
2
53
9 
I 
Agriculture 3 10 1 14 1 
0 the r _ ,;.--+--,,..,3,....,0~.""6o>-=5 13 50 1 159 _ _ _ 
1
. Blanks 4~7 407 II 
To ~~~ 407 110 3 7 8 _ 97 _ 4:3::::;5:::==::2=4=·-~==--=- :;:.:::1:;=4=5~::::;1--w--_==:J 
School 
Trade 
Teachers College I Junior College 
School of Nursing 
Liberal Arts College 
Engineering School 
Bus iness School 
Agriculture 
Other 
Blanks 988 
-- a ..._ -~ 
AREA 7 
Years 
1 2 3 4 5 Total 
51 158 2 3 0 214 
2 12 5 188 1 208 
18 107 0 0 0 125 
7 14 188 25 32 266 
3 25 4 416 6 454 
2 40 18 230 19 309 
167 398 19 122 ·0 706 
3 24 6 32 1 66 
66 144 49 147 3 409 
988 ~~~*§~~R~~~~-~- ~-~ ~- ~~4~~~--~~~~~======= 
-- · 
'I 
I 
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AREA 8 I 
-
Years 
IJ School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
I, Trade 30 92 1 4 0 127 
I Teachers College 2 6 5 91 1 105 
J·unior College 5 79 0 1 0 85 
School of Nursing 4 12 107 16 13 152 
~ Liberal Arts College 2 18 4 248 3 275 
Engine ering School 2 19 5 142 2 170 
Business School 91 203 30 89 0 413 
Agriculture 3 16 6 14 2 40 
Other 47 72 24 108 5 256 
_j Blanks 552 552 
Total 552 186 517 182 713 26 2175 
__ )I 
-
AREA 9 
: 
Years 
School 1 2 3 4 5 Total I 
Trade 3 27 0 0 0 30 I 
Teacher s College 0 1 1 21 0 23 
I Junior College 0 0 13 0 0 13 
School of Nursing 3 1 25 0 1 30 I 
Liberal Ar ts College 0 1 2 47 1 51 I Engineering School 1 6 1 21 0 29 
Business School 10 35 5 10 0 60 
Agriculture 1 9 0 3 0 13 
Other 14 21 7 16 o- 58 
Blanks 136 136 
Total 136 32 101 '"54 118 2 ---443 
-
AREA 10 
- II 
-- · 
Year ~ School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Trade 14 51 0 1 0 66 I 
Teachers College 1 4 0 35 0 40 
Juni or College 1 26 0 1 0 28 
School of Nursing 6 6 81 13 6 112 
Liberal Arts College 2 9 3 118 2 134 
Engineering School 0 12 4 57 0 73 
Business School 36 94 3 30 0 163 
Agriculture 2 20 0 17 0 39 
Other 27 47 7 36 1 118 
Blanks 310 310 
Total 310 89 ~~· 98 308 9 1083 ' 
-
I-, 
-
I 
I 
81 
~ ====~===-=-=,-~~~=--==-===~=-=----====== =======================-=-=-==~~====~= 
AREA 11 
Years 
School 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
Trade 77 335 0 33 2 447 
Teachers College 4 24 17 347 3 395 
Juni or College 28 238 0 0 0 266 
School of Nursing 7 27 236 40 43 353 
Liberal Arts College 4 63 25 1257 34 1383 
Engineering School 8 89 47 509 32 685 
Business School 423 927 75 443 4 1872 
Agriculture 4 55 13 44 1 117 
Other 104 278 89 319 9 799 
Blanks 2630 2630 
- - --
Total 2630 ·· e5e 0036 502 2992 128 8946 
I 
I 
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I 
Figure 6 
I ANSWERS TO THE INQUIRY CONCERNI NG THE OCCUPATIONAL I 
CHOICES OF MASSACHUSETTS YOUTH ARRANGED BY AREAS I 
AREA TABULATION 
OCCUPATI ONAL CHOICE 
AY\A) 
ccupation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total 
I 
lerical 136 259 124 305 135 216 343 655 52 153 1644 4022 
1edical 98 168 108 261 93 127 182 337 38 137 683 2232 ~ther 
rofession-
r 
60 82 72 95 59 75 146 . '239 29 44 472 1373 
ducation 50 83 37 116 65 69 103 186 23 49 383 1164 
!~~~true- 20 27 11 52 26 29 42 64 2 13 133 419 
ove::nment 
19 25 10 29 20 33 39 84 9 21 129 418 I erv1ce ~lectron-
15 19 13 36 18 26 21 68 7 13 154 390 r gricu1ture 14 26 12 41 27 15 31 69 18 38 140 431 
viation 14 23 18 26 12 22 47 64 11 11 182 430 
utomotive 13 22 20 27 21 33 17 49 7 11 118 338 I 
~usement 
ecreation 12 32 11 21 15 17 31 58 6 16 121 340 I 
I I elephone 
elegraph 11 35 11 20 7 23 21 61 8 21 173 391 
1hemica1 9 27 6 ~ 15 16 49 66 4 15 110 342 I 
-
82 
I 
I 
83 
occupation 1 G 0 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total 
VIa chine 
~hop 8 5 5 14 40 24 15 32 3 8 62 216 
J:te ta i l Trade 7 16 11 14 6 6 31 34 5 10 91 231 1 
Dairy 
Products 6 3 4 3 7 0 5 5 0 7 10 50 
Radio 
)3roadcasting 6 13 4 11 13 12 21 24 3 6 57 170 
' 
,Printing 
Publishing 3 16 7 14 1 9 20 26 2 1 68 167 
Boot and 
'--~hoe 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 7 
~ruggist 2 15 3 13 3 7 13 27 1 12 47 143 
I 
,Hotel 
'r estaurant 2 6 2 0 1 4 6 7 1 1 17 47 
LJibrary 
Service 2 2 0 1 2 1 2 5 0 0 7 22 
~o tor 
rrransport 2 0 2 1 3 3 0 2 1 0 2 16 
rrextile 2 1 1 1 0 2 2 1 7 0 3 9 38 
!Voodworking 2 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 6 
12 1! 
f irearms 
28 1 V!anufacture 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 26 
Radio I 
~anufacture 1 6 4 8 3 3 15 10 2 8 8 68 
[nsurance 0 5 0 3 1 2 1 7 5 4 49 77 I 
li?ersonal 
Service 0 4 7 6 3 2 8 10 11 0 0 51 
~anking 0 3 2 0 0 0 3 11 0 0 4 23 
fbolesale 
ol 11 1 ~rade 0 3 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 5 
p1eaning 
I 
I 
Pressing 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 4 9 
i 
- -
I I 
84 
-
Area 
Pc cupati on l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total 
~ . ~ . ..;;;;. 
Pattern 
Model 0 1 l 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 ~ 5 , 
~ail 61 Transport 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Fishing 0 0 l 0 0 5 0 2 0 0 1 9 
Bardware 0 0 l 0 l 0 0 l 0 0 l 4 
Mo tion 
Pictures 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 7 9 
I 
~porting 
~thletic 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 
~akery 0 0 0 1 1 1 4 9 2 0 18 36 
:::arpet and I R.ug 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 3 1 
3hip and 
Soat 
Suilding 
~epai:r 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 2 
'-'ea ther 
~anufa c ture 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 4 
~eat Light 
Power 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 2 0 1 11 
~ubber Goods 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
'Ia ter 
' 
11ransport 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 8 1 0 5 15 I 
:..urni ture 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 5 . 9 
- . 
~arment 0 0 0 0 0 1 l 3 0 l 5 11 
Wire IndustryO 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 o · 0 0 1 
I 
ron and 
i:iteel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
bther 90 177 79 211 137 187 243 358 41 112 1100 2735 I 
~ndecided 30 193 83 233 71 80 188 549 37 121 980 2565 1 
I Total 637 ~99 fi22_hf1Q() -8.0-S:llil52_~~~~~-?-~:.~~ ~2 04 11 ~-
I 
